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The question was then put to lay the motion to 
suspend further proceedings in the call on the 
table. 

When the roll had been called through, gentle- 
men who were present, but who had not voted, 
rose to have their names recorded. 

Mr. HENLEY also rose, and said he desired 
to put a question to the Chair. 

The SPEAKER said he could not recognize the 
gentleman from Indiana. 
~ ‘Mr. Hentey was one of the absentees. } 

Mr. HENLEY, with some warmth, insisted 
that he had the rights of a member on this floor. 
He had the same rights as any other member on 
this floor, and he again insisted that the Chair 
should recognize him. 

The SPEAKER rose and stated that this whole 
woceeding was supposed to be with closed doors. 

y strict right the gentlemen under arrest—those 
who were absent yesterday—were not entitled to 
be in their seats this morning. They should be 
in the custody of the Sergeant-at-arms, and be 
admitted when called upon to give their excuses. 

Mr. HENLEY. Now, Mr. Speaker, I wish 
to put my question. [Loud calls of ** order.”’] 

The SPEAKER again said he could not recog- 
nize the gentleman from Indiana. 

Mr. HENLEY, with great warmth, insisted that 
the Chair should recognize him. {Loud cries of 
“Order ! order !’”} 

The SPEAKER. The Sergeant-at-arms will 
take the gentleman from Indiana into custody. 

The Sergeant-at-arms then proceeded to the gen- | 
tleman from Indiana, and took him into custody, 
and they left the House together. Mr. Hentey, 
however, was not kept in close confinement, for he 
soon after returned, and remained outside the bar | 
until permitted to give his excuse, he having given 
the Sergeant-at-arms his parole. 

The SPEAKER then announced the vote on the || 
motion to lay on the table; which was agreed to: | 
Yeas 69, nays 58. 

Mr. HILLIARD moved that the gentlemen who |, 
were under arrest be permitted to take their seats | 
without further proceedings, on the payment of || 
the fee usual in such case. [‘* No, no, no!’?| 

Mr. PETTIT. I object. I have an excuse 
which I wish to make, and I insist on making it. 

Mr. HILLIARD would then modify his motion, | 
that it might except such as desired to make ex- 
cuses, 

The motion as modified was agreed to. | 

The SPEAKER then announced that any gen- | 


tleman who desired to make an excuse had now || 


an opportunity to do so. | 
Mr. PETTIT rose and said he would state very | 
concisely the reason why he was not present yes- 
terday. He was in bed until tea-time last evening, | 
and should return to his bed as soon as he was re- | 
lieved from attendance on the House. He was in | 
bed not only from general indisposition, but from 
a weakness in hisleg, which had also become pain- | 
ful in consequence of too much exercise. [Mr. P. | 
alluded to his leg, which he has had the misfortune 
to break twice in the course of one year.] He was | 
now here in obedience to the summons of the House. | 
He had come with a determination to pay all re- | 
spect to the order of the House, whatever it might | 
be; and he now respectfully asked the House to | 
permit him to be discharged. 
The SPEAKER put the question on discharging | 
- gentleman from Indiana, on the payment of | 
ees, 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. ATKINSON rose to make an inquiry from | 
the Chair as to the rights of the gentleman from | 
Indiana, (Mr. Hewxey,] who desired to make an | 
explanation of his non-attendance yesterday, he 
eing in the custody of the Sergeant-at-arms. He 
esired to know if the gentleman from Indiana was | 
at liberty to make his excuse? 
The SPEAKER replied that the gentleman from | 
Indiana, by the resolution just agreed to, was at | 
liberty to take his seat on the payment of fees. If | 
€ desired to make an excuse for non-payment of | 


the fees, he might do so. 
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was, that the state of his health for the last week 
had been such that he had not been able to remain 
in the House later than three o’clock. He left the 
House yesterday at three o’clock on that account, 

Mr. VENABLE moved that the gentleman be | 
excused. Agreed to. 

Mr. BOTTS desired to offer his excuse for not 
being present when the roll was called yesterday. 
He was somewhat ashamed to do it, because, 
though he was but avery young man, he was 
laboring under an old man’s disease—the lumbago. 
He had suffered under that disease for the last few | 
weeks, and he should not have been in the House | 
yesterday at all but with the expectation, or rather 
hope, that he might be able to get up the army 
bill. When he failed in that, he returned home 
and retired to rest: for the only way in which he 
could obtain relief from pain was by lying down. 
He had come here this morning for the purpose 
which influenced him yesterday—to endeavor to 
get up the army bill; and, if it were not taken up, 
he should again retire. 

[Mr. B. having finished his explanation, returned 
to his seat in a crippled condition, his hand on his 
hip, and his usually erect figure bent, as with great 
pain. Instead, however, of meeting with sympa- 
thy, the honorable gentleman’s misfortune was the 
source of boisterous mirth to the House, which 
was evidently not offensive to him, for his good- 
natured face beamed with its invariable cheerful- 
ness. | 

The motion to excuse the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia was agreed to. 

Mr. BRADY said his excuse was this: he had 


‘ 


| labored for several days under a severe diarrhea. 
| He, notwithstanding, remained here yesterday, 


and voted on every motion, until the vote was 
taken on the call of the House. On that question 
he voted ‘“*no.” He saw the House was about to 
get into a difficulty, and he did not know how long 
he might be kept here, and he therefore thought 
it safer to getof. He might have remained longer, 
if he had not seen that gentlemen were voting for 


the call, and doing all they could to promote it, || 


who were not so diligent in their attention to their 
duties in this House as those who left at the usual 
hour of adjournment. He was here yesterday 
and the day before, when he felt that he ought to 
be in his own room. 

Mr. HILLIARD moved that the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania be excused. 

The motion was rejected. 

Mr. LAHM moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
had been just excused. 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman from 


|| Ohio that the gentleman from Pennsylvania was 


| not excused. 

Mr. LAHM. Well, I move a reconsideration 

| of that. [Several voices: ** How did you vote ?”’} 

| He had not voted at all. 

| The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman that 
| debate was not in order. Gentlemen who were 


| absent yesterday could make excuses, but no de- 


| bate was in order. 

| Mr. LAHM inquired if a motion to reconsider 
; was not debatable? 

The SPEAKER replied that it was not, unless 
| the original motion was debatable. 

| The motion was not pressed. 

| Mr.STARKW EATHER felt it due to himself, 
'and due to the House, to make an apology for 
| being absent yesterday. For the first time, he 


|| was then out of his seat. He left here yesterday 
| morning ten minutes before twelve o’clock, op- | 


pressed with a severe headache. He went home, 
| and took his bed, and did not get from it until a 
| quarter past three o’clock, the usual hour of ad- 
_journment. An honorable member from his State 
; came to his room at four o’clock, and then he 
| learned that there was a call of the House. Sup- 
| posing it to be a call for want of a majority, he 
took a carriage and rode up to the House; and 
| when he got there, he found the House acting with 

closed doors, and consequently he returned home. 


| Mr. VENABLE moved that the gentleman be 


Mr. HENLEY gaid the reason for his absence |! excused. Agreed to. 
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Mr. BRODHEAD said he had remained in his 
place till near four o’clock. He felt unwell; and 
seeing that gentlemen were resolved to push the 
call, he coneluded that no business would be 
done, so he retired to his lodgings. He was not 
excused, 

Mr. |. E. HOLMES said that he had risen not 
to offer any excuse for absence, nor to ask that hts 
fine be remitted. As soon as he heard a call of 
the House ordered, he wentaway. [A laugh.] He 
had seen the measure attempted over and over, 
and he had never yet seen any good grow out of 
it: for, from some weakness or irresolution, the 
House always remitted the fines incurred. He 
now congratulated the House that for once they 
had had the firmness to carry out the call and in- 
flict the punishment. The only way to make a 
call anything but a farce, was to enforce the fines. 

Mr. STANTON said he had remained in the 
House till three o’clock. He was almost always 
in his place, and on this occasion had not thought 
his presence of any particular importance, and he 
returned to his lodgings. But he wished his con- 
stituents and the country to know that he had not 
been absent a single day this session, unless during 
the meeting of the Baltimore Convention. He did 
not wish to beexcused. He agreed with the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Houmes,] that 
calls of the House usually ended in little better 
than a farce. 

Mr. FRIES stated that his reason for leaving 
the House before the adjournment had been an 
attack of disease. He had gone to his lodgings 
and taken his usual dose, and it did him good; 
when a few minutes after he suddenly found him- 
self in the custody of the Sergeant-at-arms; he 
had then gone across the street and taken a mint 
julep, and he was now here and ready to go to 
work. He was excused. 

Mr. CATHCART stated as the reason for his 
absence yesterday, that his wife had been taken 
very ill, and needed his presence. He was ex- 
| cused. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, stated that he 
| was detained from the House on account of at- 
_ tending to several pension claims for his constitu- 
ents, and in sending off to other constituents 
various communications. Ee was met by the 
Sergeant-at-arms on his way to the House, and 
was thus too late. But he did not desire to avoid 
any cost of the proceeding, and preferred not to be 
excused, as the like proceedings might enforce a 
better attendance on the House from all members. 

Mr. McLANE stated that he had been in the 
House till five o’clock, when he had been called 
away by indisposition in his family. He stated 
this as his reason, but did not ask to be excused. 

He was excused, nevertheless. 

Mr. HASKELL said he rose to make no ex- 
cuse; indeed he felt gratitude to the House that 
they had not brought him up half a dozen times 
| before. 

Mr. MARSH stated that he had remained in 
| his place till a few minutes before four o’clock, 
| when he had left on account of the illness of a 
| member of his family. He was excused. 

Mr. COCKE had not risen to offer an excuse. 
| He had remained in the House till half-past four, 
| when, seeing that the House was getting itself into 
‘| a difficulty, he left. 

Mr. BELCHER had remained in his place till 
‘| a quarter past three, when he was taken ill, and 
' immediately went home and went to bed, where 
he remained till the Sergeant-at-arms came knock- 
ing at his door. It was locked, and the officer did 
‘| not break it open; so he lay still, and was now 
here in custody. He was exeused. 

| Mr. VAN DYKE inquired whether the five 
| minutes’ rule applied to gentlemen who were sta- 
| ting their excuses? ed 
| The reply of the CHAIR was not distinctly 
| heard, but was understood to be that the hour rule 
| applied. 

Mr. VAN DYKE said he could not state all 
| the ‘reasons of his absenee in an hour, and he 
'| scorned to ask any indulgence of the House. He 
was not excused. 


| 
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Mr. COLLAMER said that he had always 
given all the attention in his power to the duties 
assigned him, and all the time that he could, every 
day of the session, and he had done the same yes- 
terday. He was excused. 

Mr. BOTTS said, if no more excuses were to 
be given, he moved that the House take up the 
army bill. 

Mr. HARALSON said that he had been absent 
from the House on what he deemed his duty to 
his constituents. He was not excused, 

Mr. CUMMINS said he had remained in the 
House ull twenty minutes before three, when, 
wanting certain information from the Executive 
1 departane nts, he had gone up to the Pension Office, 
but found it shut, when he had returned to the 
Capitol, and found the doors of the House closed. 
lle was not exci ed. 

Mr. CLARKE, of Kentucky, inquired whether 
the fines of gentlemen who were excused were not 
paid outot the contingent fund of the House, while 
those of gentlemen who were not excused came out 
of their own pockets? 

The CHLAIR replying in the affirmative— 

Mr. CLARKE said that he made the inquiry, not 
because he desired to be excused, but he thought 
the practice was not right. Tle had remained ull 
it was late, when, being satisfied, from the temper 
the House was in, that no business would be done 
that day, he had left the Tlall; and he was now 
pleased to find himself in the company of 80 many 
respectable gentlemen. [A laugh. | 

Mr. ATKINSON thought there had been some 
mistake committed in making up the list of the 
absentces, 

Mr. BOYD said he had been here for eleven 
years, and had never been under arrest before. He 
had no apology to offer which the House would 
deem sufficient; and he did not know that he ought 
to be excused under the rule as it was at present 
executed, But to his constituents he would say, 
that he had remained at his post ull a few minutes 
before four o’clock, when, seeing that it would be 
impossible to go on with the public business, he 
had retired, to get rid of the perplexity in which 
he foresaw the Llouse was going to involve itself. 
A reference to the Journals would show that he 
was as regular in his attendance here as any other 
member of the Llouse, nor had he absented him- 
self out of any disrespect to the body. But, with 
a view that justice might be done, he would offer, 
if it was in order, a resolution imposing a fine of 
one dollar on every man who should be absent, 
without valid reason, whenever the yeas and nays 
were called. 

The CHAIR said the resolution could be re- 
ceived only by universal consent. It was objected 
to. 

Mr. PEYTON said he had remained as long as 
he could, until he thought that nothing would be 
done for the good of the country that day, and so 
he left the House. He was not excused. 

Mr. ELENLEY rose to inquire of the Chair 
whether he had been arrested by the Sergeant-at- 
arms differently from the other members? He de- 
sired to make a personal explanation, 

‘The CHAIR was understood as replying to Mr. 
Ti.’s question in the negative. 

Objections were made in various quarters to any 
personal explanation, but they were not pressed, 
and Mr. H. was permitted to state that he had 
yesterday been one of the absentees; and he un- 
derstood the Chair to state that the names of all 
absent members should be stricken from the list of 
voters, or-excuses received. This he considered 
perteclly right. It had been his intention, if per- 
mitted to vote, to vote for carrying out the call and 
have all fines inflicted. In the process of calling 
the roll, his name had been called only once, in- 
stead of Lemg repeated by the Clerk as was usual 
when ao response was given. Mr. H. had waited, 
but not hearing it repeated, he intended to have 
voted at the close of the call; but then his name 
was stricken oul—— 

Mr. ROCK WELL, of Connecticut, called for 
the regular order of business. 

Mr. GOGGIN wished to offer a resolution that 
the House will to-morrow meet at 10 o'clock. 

Mr. CABELL said, if that prevailed, he should 
move that the standing committees be discharged 
from all business now before them. S 

Mr. GOGGIN said he was willing to accept that 
as a modification, with the proviso that they had 
not sufficient time to attend to it, 
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The CHAIR ruled Mr. Gocarn’s motion out of 
order. 
Mr. GOGGIN took an appeal; but the Chair 

was sustained by the House. 

Mr. GOGGIN asked leave to introduce a reso- 
lution that the House (the Senate concurring) will 
adjourn on the 31st instant, to meet again on the | 
first Monday in December next. 

The SPEAKER decided that the resolution was || 
not in order except by common consent. 

Mr. BOTT'S asked the unanimous consent of 
the House that the Senate bill, with the amend- 
ments of the Committee on Military Affairs rela- 
tive to the discharge of the officers of the army at | 
the expiration of the war, be taken up. 

Objections were made. | 

Mr. SLINGERLAND appealed to the House, 
by general consent, to allow him to make a report 
from the Committee on Agriculture, remarking, 
that from an examination of the Journal of the 
House, he had ascertained that no report had been 
made from that committee for fifteen or twenty 
years. 

Objections were made. 

Mr. BURT renewed the efforts of Mr. Borrs 
to bring up the bill relative to the officers of the 
army, and some conversation ensued on the sub- 


ject between Messrs. BURT, BOTTS, and the 


SPEAKER. 


‘he SPEAKER decided that the bill was not 
the first business in order, and could only be taken 
up by the unanimous consent of the House. 

Mr. BO'T'TS renewed his appeal for the common 
consent of the House to take up the said bill; but 
objections were again made, 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. 


The House then, on motion of Mr. JONES, of 
‘Tennessee, resolved itself into Committee of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Root, of 
Ohio, in the chair,) and resumed the consideration 
of the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 

‘The question pending when the committee rose 
yesterday, was on agreeing to the amendment 
moved by Mr. Kine, of Georgia, * providing that 
the chief of the Bureau of Construction, Equip- | 
ment, and Repairs shall be a post captain in the 
navy, and shall receive the same pay as when 
employed on other duty.” 

‘The question was now put on the amendment, 
and it was rejected. 

Mr. SCHENCK offered an amendment of sim- 
ilar purport to the foregoing offered by Mr. Kana. | 
Mr. S. explained. 

Mr. STRONG suggested the addition of the 
words *‘in lieu of all other compensation.” 

Mr. SCHENCK accepted the modification. The 
amendment was rejected: Ayes 53, noes 60. 

Mr. VINTON wished to say a word by con- | 
sent, | 
He perceived the House was becoming thin. He | 
gave notice, if they were obliged to resort to a call 
of the House for want of a quorum, he should || 
move a call of the House, and that it be carried 
out. [Cries of * order.’’| 

Mr. SCHENCK offered an amendment in effect 
providing that the chief of the Bureau of Provisions 
and Clothing shall be a post captain, and shall re- 


.ceive no pay other than as post captain of the navy. || 


{The office is now filled by a civilian.) Mr. 5. | 
explained. 

The amendment was agreed to—84 to 45. 

Mr. STANTON moved an amendment provi- | 
ding that the present chief of the Bureau of Provis- | 
ions and Clothing shall not be deprived of his 
salary for the present year. | 

Mr. 5S. explained, but the amendment was reject- 
ed. 

Mr. VINTON moved an amendment providing 
for the employment, temporarily, of clerks in the 
Post Office Department, $2,000. Agreed to. 

Mr. COLLINS moved an amendmentto increase | 
the salary of the three Assistant Postmasters Gen- | 
eral from $2,500 to $3,000 per annum. 

Messrs. COLLINS, GOGGLN, and JONES, of 
Tennessee, explained. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BRODHEAD moved an amendment pro- 


viding that the First Assistant Postmaster General || 


shall be allowed the same salary as that allowed 
the Auditor of the Post Office Department. Mr. | 
B. explained. 

Mr. GOGGIN, under an amendment moved for 
the purpose, also explained. 


| ment providing that the salary of the Auditor of 


_ the Surveyor General of Alabama. 






July 13, 


Mr. HUNT moved an amendment, and com 
menced some remarks. 7 

‘The CHAIR ruled Mr. Honr’s remarks out of 
order. 

Mr. HUNT appealed. 

The decision of the Chair was sustained, 

The amendment was rejected, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved an amend. 
the Post Office Department shall not, after the 
of July, 1848, exceed $2,500. 

Mr. J. explained, and the amendment was 
agreed to, 

Mr. VINTON moved to strike out the item 
‘For compensation of the Surveyor General of 
Arkansas, and clerks in his office, $8,300.” 

Mr. VINTON explained, as did also Messrs. 
COLLAMER, THOMPSON of Miss., JOHN. 
SON of Arkansas, and HOUSTON of Alabama, 
under amendments moved for the purpose and 
withdrawn. 

Mr. Vintron’s motion was agreed to. 

Mr. VINTON moved to strike out similar items 
for the Surveyor General of Mississippi and for 
Agreed to. 

The items under the head of the Judiciary were 
amended, on the motion of Mr. VINTON, vyer- 
bally, and also in relation to charges for certificates 
by clerks and commissioners, and the examination 
of books in the public law offices or circuit, 

Mr.SAWYER moved to strike out from the mis- 
cellaneous items that which appropriates $6,775 
for compensation and contingent expenses of the 
Auxiliary Guard. He said this Auxiliary Guard 
was exclusively for the city of Washington. They 
were sixteen in number, and in addition there 
were twenty-two special guards appointed to watch 
the Treasury buildings, the Post Office, the War 
and Navy Departments, the President’s House, the 
Capitol, and other public buildings. These auxil- 
lary guards cost $6,700; but what they were kept 
for he knew not, as other officers were appointed 
to guard all the public property. They had as a 
part of their duty, to attend to the clock, which 
struck certain hours every night, and, as evidence 
of the manner in which that was attended to, some- 


Ist 


| times the clock struck ten when it was half-past, 


and at other times when it was a quarter to ten. 
| When his constituents wanted an auxiliary guard 
they paid for it out of their own pockets; and, as 
their representative, he protested against Wash- 
ington being provided with watchmen by the Gen- 
eral Government, and paid for out of the treasury 
of the common country. 
Mr. VINTON explained that the item was put 
amongst the estimates in accordance with the pro- 
visions of the act of 2d August, 1842, which au- 


thorized the establishment of an auxiliary guard 


to protect the public and private property in the 
city of Washington. The Auxiliary Guard was 
stationed wherever there was public property, 
some about the Capitol, and others about the other 
public baildings. 
Mr. SAWYER inguired if there was not pro- 
vision made by this bill for an additional guard for 
every public building, independent of this Auxili- 


/ ary Guard? 


Mr. VINTON said this Auxiliary Guard was a 
movable guard, for the protection of all the pub- 
lic buildings in the city; and it appeared by the 


|, act under which they were appointed that they 


were employed to guard against incendiarism, and 
enforce the police regulations of the city of Wash- 
ington, as well as for other purposes. One great 
object was to guard against incendiarism of pub- 
lic and private property; for gentlemen well knew 


| that the General Post Office, the Patent Office, and 


the Treasury buildings, had all been destroyed by 
acts of incendiarism years ago, and it was to pre- 
vent a repetition of such acts that this force was 
employed. . 

Mr. SAWYER remarked that the public build- 
ings were guarded by other watchmen, and not 
by the Auxiliary Guard. 

Mr. GENTRY said his recollection was not 
very distinct, but he believed this guard was cre- 
ated on the motion of a Senator from New a 

shire, now a Judge of the Supreme Court, (Mr. 


| some agitation which occurred here, and it was 
| founded on the idea that the President of the United 
| States was then in some danger of receiving either 
indignity or insult from the Whigs of this city. 
| This occurred about the time the President had ve- 





Woodbury,) and its creation was the result of 
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coed certain bank bills when some excitement was 
~veated by Democratic congratulations; and this 
‘pce was called into existence under those circum- 
gances. It was a Democratic measure, to protect 
ine President of the United States against Whig 
odignation. 

“Mr. VINTON informed his colleague {Mr. Saw- 
ven} that if he succeeded in striking out this item, 
he would not accomplish his purpose, because he 
made no provision for repealing the law under 
which the Auxiliary Guard was appointed. 

(Several voices: ‘Then repeal the law.]} 

Mr. FICKLIN said if the reason given by the 
sentieman from Tennessee [Mr. Gentry] for the 
vassaze of the law which created this Auxiliary 
Guard was the true one, according to all sound 
reasoning, the law should be repealed, and the 
fyrce disbanded, when the reason which called 
chem into being no longer existed. He thought 
there was no danger now of the present incumbent 
of the Executive chair, or of the incoming Presi- 
jent, whether General Taylor or General Cass 
should be elected, being exposed to personal indig- 
pity, and therefore he thought this guard should 
ye abolished. The very terms of the law to which 
reference had been made by the gentleman from 
Ohio, (Mr. Vinton,] showed it to be a guard for | 
the city of Washington, and not for the public 
juildings. It was true the public buildings were 
mentioned, but they could not close their eyes to 
the fact that there were twenty other guards for | 
che protection of those public buildings by day and 
night. This Auxiliary Guard was for the benefit 


| 


of the city of Washington; but he would ask if, | 
notwithstanding their existence, fires were not | 
more numerous here than in many other cities of the || 
same size? [** No.”*] He was satisfied this guard | 
iid not prevent fires. As to what the gentleman | 
from Tennessee [Mr. Gentry] had said of the act | 
of August, 1842, being a Democratic measure, the |! 
gentleman should remember that it was an act 

passed by a Whig Congress, for the protection of 

a President elected by the Whig party. 

Some explanations were made by Mr. VIN- | 
TON, Mr. FICKLIN, and Mr. HOUSTON, of | 
Delaware. || 

Mr. GOTT submitted a proviso, which he de- | 
sired to offer as an amendment, to provide for the | 
repeal of the act of August, 1842. | 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order. | 

The question was then taken on Mr. Sawyer’s || 
motion to strike out, and it was not agreed to, the |) 
vote being 61 in the affirmative, and 64 in the neg- 
ative. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, from the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings, moved an amendment, 
“providing for repairs in and about the Capitol, 
‘for fencing the public grounds adjacent to the | 
‘Capitol square, for repairs of culvert on Pennsyl- 
‘vania avenue,” &c. | 

Mr. T. B. KING moved to amend the amend- | 
ment, by inserting an item of $1,000 for watering | 
Pennsylvania avenue, and thus getting rid of this | 
everlasting dust, which was so injurious to the | 
health of members. Carried: Ayes 65, noes 50. | 

The amendment as amended was then carried: | 
Ayes 75, noes 43. | 

Mr. HOUSTON moved a further amendment, | 
“to pay for the removal of the mast and lantern | 


‘above the dome of the Capitol, and for laying gas | 
‘pipes and the erection of posts in and about the | 
* Capitol grounds.” | 
_ He stated in explanation, that if these prepara- || 
tions should be made, the gas company were pre- | 
pared to make an offer for lighting the grounds | 
with gas. They wished only enough to cover the |. 
naked cost of those fixtures. Their profit would |, 
be derived from supplying the gas. i 


, Mr. SAWYER moved to reduce the appropria- || 
lon, 
Mr. S, remarked with some severity on the sys- | 
tem for applying these appropriations to the public | 
buildings and grounds. Congress employed men 
who knew no more about it than did the old sea || 
captains they put into the Bureau of Construction | 
about building a ship. Last year this great mast | 
had been set up, and holes dug through the walls 
of the Capitol to admit the gas. Now they were 
told that the mast endangered the dome, and these 
holes endangered the walls. One year things were 
ee up, and the next year they were torn down. 
le thought there vd been light enough on the |, 
avenue and around the Capitol, and if gentlemen || 





\$ 
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| pockets. If things went on much longer in this 
| way, Congress would he appropriating soon to 
| furnish members with carriages to ride in, and 


supplying each member with a big negro to fan 
him. One thing he rejoiced at: they should get 
the yeas and nays on all these matters. 

He could not guess what wild schemes the gen- 
man from Delaware might have in his head next 
year; he supposed all these lamp fixtures would 
have to be taken down. That was the general 
course of things. 

Mr. HOUSTON said the mast had been erected 


/on the dome without any recommendation from 


him or the Building Committee: it was a resolu- 
tion devised and introduced by a gentleman in the 
Senate, and sent down and hastily passed through 
the House at the heel of the session. 

The question being put on Mr. Sawyer’s amend- 
ment, it was rejected. 

The amendment of Mr. Houston was divided, 
and the question being put on so much of it as 
provided to pay for the taking down of the mast, 
it was agreed to. 


The question then recurring on the residue of | 
| the amendment, providing for lighting the Capitol 


grounds— 

Mr. HENLEY advocated the amendment on the 
ground that gas-light was both better and cheaper 
than that of oil. He could not agree with the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Sawyer,] who seemed op- 
posed to all improvements on the Capitol grounds 
and other public property, even to enclosing it 


| with a fence. He was for letting in the cows and 


horses to graze upon it; but Mr. H. was for im- 
proving the grounds, and enclosing and lighting 
them. 

Mr. FARAN also advocated the amendment. 
These lamps were wanting, not for the benefit of 
the city, but of the Capitol. The gas-pipes and 


lamp-posts, once fixed, would be permanent. The | 


avenue between the Capitol and the President’s 
House had always been lighted at the expense of 
the Government, and Government would save 
money by lighting it with gas. 

The amendment was agreed to: Ayes 85, noes 
not counted, 

Mr. HOUSTON moved an amendment for lay- 
ing gas-pipes and for the erection of posts along 
Pennsylvania avenue, from the Capitol to the 
Treasury building, and for lighting the avenue, 





Mr. H. explained the grounds of the amend- 
ment. The amendment introduced no innovation: 


the avenue had always been lighted by Congress, | 
It only proposed the substitution of gas for oil, | 
which in the end would be promotive of economy. | 


Carried. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved the following: For lay- 
ing gas-pipes from the ‘Treasury Building to the 
President’s Mansion, and for putting up the same 
in the President’s House, $——— 


Mr. H. said, that hitherto it had cost the Ex- || 
ecutive from $1,600 to $2,000 every year to light || 


the palace; and this was paid out of his own pock- 
et. No President would think of laying these 


pipes; but after they were once fixed, it would be | 


a saving to the President, as gas would cost him 
much less than oil. Carried: Yeas 59, nays 56. 

Mr. HUNT moved an amendment, providing 
for the building of several revenue cutters, to be 
stationed at several of the ports on the seaboard 
and on the lakes, $89,000. 

Mr. COBB rose to a question of order, and called 
for the reading of the eighty-first rule; which was 


read. He contended that this amendment was | 


not in order, not being for a work previously au- 
thorized by law. At the last session, Congress 
had guarded against such an amendment, by pass- 


ing a law forbidding more cutters to be built until , 
there was a regular appropriation for them. Presi- | 
dent Tyler had vetoed the bill, and the Houses car- | 


ried it against him by two-thirds. 

Mr. HUNT insisted that there was a law au- 
thorizing the building of revenue cutters, which 
took this case out of the rule. They had always 
been built without any specific appropriation for 


| them until the passage of the law in question. 
| That law required the previous appropriation, but | 
| the law authorizing the building- of such vessels | 
| remained still in force. 

| The law was produced and read, when the Chair 
| ruled the amendment out of order. 
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Mr. HUNT moved an item of $800 for certain 
repairs at the Lazaretto at Philadelphia, which 
was agreed to. 


Mr. HOUSTON moved an amendment to pay 
arrearages due for lighting the Capitol with solar 
gas. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, raised a question of 
order. 

Mr. GENTRY thought this Mr. Crutchet had 
humbugged the House with his mast and lanterns 
quite enough without this. 

Mr. HOUSTON explained and defended the 
amendment, but after a desultory discussion it was 
rejected, 

Mr. SCHENCK moved an amendment provi- 
ding for the enclosure of the mall, between Seventh 
street west and the river, and for the planting of 
trees, $3,628. 

Mr. S. explained the necessity of this expendi- 
| ture, and advocated a liberal policy on the part of 
| Congress toward the city, which had no other ad- 
jantages than the presence of the seat of Govern- 
ment. 

The amendment was agreed to: Yeas 70, nays 
| 48. 
The committee rose and reported progress. 
Mr. VINTON moved for the appointment of a 
| committee of conference on the part of the House 

to confer with a similar committee on the part of 
| the Senate on the disagreeing votes of the two 
| Houses on the Indian appropriation bill. 

The motion was agreed to, and the committee 
was ordered to consist of three members. 

Mr. DANIEL asked leave to offer a resolution 
calling upon the Secretary of War for information 
and correspondence in relation to the dismissal of 
two young officers of the North Carolina regiment 

| in Mexico. 

A few animated remarks were made by Messrs. 
' DANIEL, DONNELL, and OUTLAW, in re- 
| gard to the reception and modification of the reso- 
| lution; after which— 

Mr. DICKEY rose and objected to the reception 
|| of the resolution. 
| Mr. NICOLL, by leave, presented a petition of 
|| citizens of New York city, in relation to a post 
' route from Philadelphia to New York; which was 
| referred to the Committtee on the Post Office and 
|| Post Roads. 

And then the House adjourned. 


| 
i] 
it 
i| 





| PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions and memorials were presented 
under the rule, and referred : 


By Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL: A memorial, numerously 
|| signed by merebants, traders, and others, of the city of Puil- 
| adelphia, complaining of delays in the transportation of the 

southern mail. 

By Mr. JENKINS: The petition of Samuel Colman for 

| a contract to prepare and publish an index to Congressional 
documents. 

By Mr. KING, of Georgia: The memorial of Isaac Gar- 
rason. 


i 








| IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, July 13, 1848. 


‘| Mr. LEWIS presented the credentials of Wit- 
|| nam R. Kine, appointed by the Governor of Ala- 
|| bama to suppyy the vacancy occasioned by the 
|| resignation of Mr. Bacsy. 

| Mr. Kine appeared, was qualified, and took his 
| seat. 

| Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, presented the 
| credentials of James A. Pearce, elected a Senator 
from the State of Maryland for six years, com- 
|| mencing on the 4th of March next; which were 
| read and laid on the table. 


Mr. DIX presented a petition from the Prison 
+ Association of New York, asking a modification 
of the law regulating fines in the courts of the 
United States; which was referred to the Commit- 
| tee on the Judiciary. 


| Mr. CAMERON presented a petition of mer- 
| chants and other citizens of New York, in relation 
to the delay in the transmission of the southern 
mail, and stating that it involves an immense 
amount of business, and is a question of credit; 
| which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
|| Office and Post Roads. 


|| Mr. DOWNS, on leave, introduced a bill to 
|| facilitate the entry of preémption claims; which 





| Mr. HUNT took an appeal, but the Chair was | was read twice and referred to the Committee on 
wanted more, let them take it out of their own \\ sustained: Ayes 64, noes 59. 


\| Private Land Claims. 
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APPROPRIATIONS FOR LIGHT-HOUSES, ETC. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, 
the Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
bill making appropriations for the erection of light- 
houses, light-boats, and buoys, &e. 

Several amendments moved by Mr. DAVIS 
were avreed to, 

Mr. YULEE esuegested, that asa bill embracing 
similar objects was now prt nding in the House of 
Representative s, where appropriation bills ought 
to originate, and as he was not aware that this bill 
would be called up, and was not prepared with an 
amendment which he proposed to offer, the bill 
should be Jaid aside until the bill from the House 
ahall have 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, cou!d not consent 
to the postponement. If he could see any prospect 
of the bill being passed, should it now be laid aside, 
he would very willingly accommodate the Senator 
from Florida. ‘There was great want of this bill. 
Many chanvzes were demanded in the location of 
light- houses, &c., some of which were fixed on 
wrong points. Congress should not separate with- 
out this bill. ‘The Senator from Florida 
could attach any amendment which had received 
the sanction of a committee, and was legitimate in 
tts object, to some other bill. 


been received. 


issiny 


Mr. YULEE persisted in his request, and moved 
that the further consideration of the bill be post- 
roned until te morrow, 

Mr. BADGER objected to the delay of the bill 
for the purpose of allowing amendments to be pro- 
posed, which had not received the sanction of any 
committee of the Senate. 

The motion of Mr. YULEE was negatived; the 
bill was then reported to the Senate, as amended; 
the amendments were concurred in, and the bill 
was then read a third time and passed. 


OREGON BILL. 

At 12 o'clock the Senate proceeded to ballot for 
chairman to the select committee; when Mr. Cray- 
Ton, of Delaware, was duly elected. 

The Senate then proceeded to ballot for the com- 
mittee, when the remaining seven were chosen; 
and it was then ordered that the bill to establish the 
Territorial Government of Oregon, with the sev- 
eral amendments proposed thereto, and so much 
of the President’s message as relates to New Mex- 
ico and California, be referred to a select commit- 


tee, consisting of Mr. Crayron, chairman; Messrs. | 
Bricut, Catnoun, Crarke, Atcuison, Puerps, 


Dickinson, and UnpERwoop. 


On motion of Mr. DICKINSON, 

Resolvei, ‘That the committee to which was referred the 
President’s message relating to the organization of Territorial 
Governments in Oregon, Upper California, and New Mexico, 
have the use of the ante-room during their sittings. 


CHEROKEE CLAIMS. 

On’ motion of Mr. BELL, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the joint resolution authorizing the 
proper accounting officers of the treasury to make 
a just and fair settlement of the claims of the Cher- 
okee nation of Indians, according to the principles 
established by the treaty of August, 1846. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN moved to amend the bill by 
adding the following: 

Provided, That the sum of $50,000 of the fund held by the 


Government in thust, to be distributed per capita among that 
division or portion of the Cherokees usually called the * Old 


Setilers,’’ in the fifth article of the treaty of the sixthaay of 


August, 1846, be paid over to the chiets or other authorized 
agents of the Old Settler party, for the payment of the debts 
due to certain creditors of that part of the nation, viz : 830,000 
for the debts to individual members of the Old Settler party, 
and others who appear to have established their claims be- 
fore a commission established by the Old Settler party in 
council; and the further sum of $20,000, for so much which 
itappears was voluntarily advanced or lent to the chiefs or 
agents of the said Old Settlers by the Ross and treaty party, 
out oftheir portion of the funds secured to them by the said 
treaty, in order to obtain their assent to the treaty as ratified 
by the Senate, ; 

At the suggestion of Mr. BELL, who had no 
objection to the amendment, Mr. SEBASTIAN 


modified the proposition, by adding— 

Provided, further, That the assent of the Old Settler party, 
by their authorized delegation, be duly given to the payment 
of the said sum, in the manner herein prescribed. ~ 

Mr. ATHERTON concurred with the Senator 
from Tennessee in the propriety of the amendment, 
and presented a remonstrance from some portion 
of the nation, of which he asked the reading. 

Mr. CALHOUN expressed some doubt as to 
the manner in which he should give his vote. He 
could not give the reasons by which he was actu- 

ated, as he was not aware that the injunction of 


secrecy had been removed, in relation to the mat- ! 
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ters connected with the subject. 
of this suggestion— 

Mr. BELL moved to go into Executive session 
to remove the injunction of secrecy in relation to 
the treaty of 1846, which motion was agreed to; 
and the Senate remained in session unul three 
o’clock, when the doors were reopened. 


In consequence 


Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Commerce, 
reported a bill to establish a port of entry at Ban- 
gor, in Maine, which, on his motion, was taken 
up and passed, the ordinary forms having been 
dispensed with. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD obtained the unanimous 
consent of the Senate to introduce a bill to change 
the time of holding the circuit and district courts 
of the United States in Kentucky, and also the 


| unanimous consent of the Senate to dispense with 


the ordinary forms and pass the bill. 
On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frinay, July 14, 1848. 

The Journal having been read— 

Mr. GOGGIN rose and called the attention of 
the House to the record of the fact that he yester- 
day moved that when the House adjourn, it adjourn 
to meet the succeeding day at ten o’clock, which 
motion was objected to and not received. 

Some explanations were made of what did really 
occur, and a conversation ensued thereon between 
Mr. GOGGIN, the SPEAKER, and Mr. COLLA- 
MER, and the House refused to correct the Jour- 
nal; which was then approved. ; 

Mr. SLINGERLAND asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to permit him to make a 
report from the Committee on Agriculture. 


Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, objected, | 


and moved that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the private calen- 
dar. 


THE DISBANDED OFFICERS AND TROOPS. 


Mr. BOTTS, who had previously addressed the | 
Chair, again rose and said he had yielded to the || 


gentleman from New York, (Mr. Siincervann,]} 
and as that gentleman had not sueceeded in ac- 
complishing his object, he desired the House now 
to take up the military bill, which he had several 
days attempted to get before the House. 

Mr. ROCKWELL consented to withdraw his 
motion to go into Committee of the Whole, that 
the gentleman from Virginia might make the mo- 
tion which he had indicated. 


Mr. BOTTS said, then he desired to makea brief | 


statement to the House. 

Mr. COLLAMER inquired if that bill had pref- 
erence over the other bills on the calendar? 

The SPEAKER said it had not, but the gentle- 


_man from Virginia asked the House to take it up. 


Mr. BOTTS said he desired to state, that in the 
opinion of the Military Comn.ittee, the public inter- 
ests demanded the passage of this bill, and that it 
should be passed promptly, too, because it was ne- 
cessary that it should go to the Senate, where it had 
to be acted upon—and it was possible that it might 


be again returned to this House—between this day | 


and Thursday next. If it were not disposed of in 
that time, some forty or fifty of the most valuable 
officers in the army would necessarily go out of 
office. The object of this bill was not only to 
retain them in the public service, but to provide 
three months’ extra pay to the soldiers who were 
to be disbanded, and who were now on their way 
home, and some of whom were being dismissed 
everyday. He could not imagine a greater injury 
to the public service than the defeat of this bill. If 
gentlemen were opposed to the bill, let them take 
it up and vote against it, and not get rid of it in this 
side manner. For the purpose of showing where 
the responsibility rested, he would take this occa- 
sion to say, that having made an effort every day 
for the last week to get up this bill, the Committee 
on Military Affairs felt that they had discharged 
their duty, and if the House should again refuse 
to take it up, the committee would make no further 
effort in the matter. If objection should be now 
made, he would call forthe yeas and nays thereon. 
Mr. KAUFMAN asked the honorable chairman 
of the Military Committee [Mr. Botts] whether 
the section providing for three months’ extra pay 
was so worded as to include the first regiment of 
Texas cavalry, commanded by Colonel John C. 


‘ Haya, discharged by virtue of an order of Major ° 


BE. 


ao July 14, 


General Butler, bearing date April 2ist, }842. 
also those companies stationed on the Texas | 
tier? 

Mr. BOTTS replied that they were included jn 
the provision, and that it was so worded that 
would all receive the three months’ extra 

The House then consented to take y 
and it was taken up accordingly. 

The first question was on three new sections 
reported by the Committee on Military Affairs, ue 
an amendment of the amendments of the Senaro 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, said he was opposed 
to this amendment. He was also opposed to 1 ; 
repeal of the law, or to the suspension of the law 
According to his recollection of the state of feeljno 
in the House at the time that law was passed. 
authorizing an increase of the generals of the army. 
it would not have passed the House, except wiih 
the condition that they should go out of the ger. 
vice, and that the number should be reduced to the 
former peace establishment, at the conclusion of 
the Mexican war. 

Again: it was wrong, on all occasions and at al! 
times, he conceived, to legislate here, not for the 
good of the country—not that the public service 
should be promoted—but merely to create offices 
or to continue offices when they were not needed. 
and when the exigencies of the times which called 


and 
as fron _ 


they 
pay. 
Pp the bj] 


| them into the service shall have ceased. He deemed 


it wrong either to create or to continue offices for 
the benefit of individuals merely; and he believed, 
further, that this amendment, which would sus- 
pend the law and continue these generals in the 
service, was not to be passed because the service 
required it, but that these officers might be con- 
tinued for their own especial benefit. The amend- 
ment contained a provision, that if any vacancy 
should occur in any of these offices, the vacancy 
should not be filled. This was conclusive to his 
mind that these officers were not needed by the 
public service. He had no idea which of these 
officers would be discharged from the service under 
the law as it stood. It might be a difficult, a deli- 
cate, and a responsible duty thrown on the Presi- 
dent, but it was one of the incidents of the high 


‘station which he held, which was thrown upon 


him by the laws passed by Congress, and he 
should exercise it. He believed the Presiulent 
would exercise it, if they let the law remain as it 
was, and if they let the officers be reduced to the 
number required. He hoped the yeas and nays 
would be ordered on the amendment. 

Mr. BOTTS would detain the House but a very 
short time in making a brief explanation of the 
objects of this amendment. It was his purpose to 
have given a brief explanation of all the provisions 
of the bill, as well as the amendment, that the 
House might be fully in possession of the facts of 
the case. A different course seemed, however, to 


' be marked out for him. 


Mr. VENABLE suggested to the gentleman 


from Virginia the propriety of making his expla- 
| nation at length. 


Mr. BOTTS said, if it was the pleasure of the 
House, he would make a brief explanation of the 
provisions of the bill. It would be recollected that 
a proviso of the first section of an act oes the 
38th day of June, 1846, whieh increased the num- 
ber of general officers, provided * that when the 
* war with Mexico shall be terminated by a defini- 
‘ tive treaty of peace, duly concluded and ratified, 
‘the number of major generals in the army shall 
‘ be reduced to one, and the number of brigadier 
‘generals shall be reduced to two; and the Presi- 
* dent of the United States is authorized and direct- 
‘ed to select from the whole number which may 
‘then be in serviee, without regard to the date of 
‘ their commissions, the number to be retained, and 
“cause the remainder to be discharged from the 
‘service of the United States.’”? Under that act 
General Taylor was appointed to the office of a 
major general, and Generals Kearny and Twiggs 
were appointed brigadier generals. Some four or 
five, perhaps six weeks ago, a bill was introduced 
from the Committee on Military Affairs into the 
House of Representatives to repeal so much of 


‘that law as made it incumbent on the President to 


dismiss one of those major gerferals and two of 


the brigadier generals; for, if the bill should re- 


main unrepealed, whom should he select of those 
distinguished soldiers, Twiggs or Kearny, Wool 
or Gaines? ‘ t 

When that bill came from the Senate, instead 0 
agreeing to the repeal of the law, that body pro” 
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posed to suspend its operation to the 4th day of 
March, 1849. ‘The bill, as thus amended by the 
cpnate, was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and the-committee, beheving that it was 
sot the purpose of the House or of the other branch 
of Congress that these distinguished men, who 
nave selected arms as their profession, and have 
rendered gallant services to their country, should 
»tthe end of the war, in their old age, be dismissed 
fram the service, insisted on the repeal of the act 
of 1846. So much for the first amendment. 

In regard to the second point, it would be found 
chat the committee proposed to add a section. He 
would explain its provisions. By the act of the 


{th of February, 1847, which authorized the | 


raising of an additional military force consisting 
of ten regiments, it was provided that the Presi- 
Jent of the United States, by and with the advice 


and consent of the Senate, should appoint one ad- | 


ditional major to each of the regiments of dragoons, 
artillery, infantry, and riflemen in the army of the 
United States, to be taken from the captains of the 


old army. Under that law, majors were appointed | 


who were necessarily taken from the captains of 
the old army of the United States, embracing some 
of the most valuable officers in the service. Mr. 
B. went on to say that it was the object of the 
committee to retain these majors in the service; 
but if the law was neither suspended nor repealed, 
chey must all be legislated out of office. It was 
incredible that it was the intention of Congress to 
legislate these meritorious men out of their com- 
missions. Some of them had received commis- 
sions for their advanced rank without a knowledge 
of their appointment, or even of the existence of 
the law by which they had become majors. Their 
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we had attached to the military establishment of 
the country one major general and two brigadier 
generals. For war purposes we passed a law 
doubling their number, taking care, however, in 
the mean time, to add a proviso making it the duty 
of the President, at the close of the war, to reduce 
the number of those generals to what it was at the 
beginning of the war. Some weeks ago this 
House passed a bill to repeal the proviso referred 
to, the effect of which would be to retain al} those 
generals in office, the fact that the public netessity 
no longer required their services to the contrary 
notwithstanding, The Senate adopted an amend- 
ment to the bill providing, not that the law shall 
not now be repealed, but that the President’s action 
in relation to those generals under it shall be post- 
poned until the 4th of March next. The Military 
Committee of this House recommended the rejec- 
tion of the Senate’s amendment, and insisted upon 
the unconditional repeal of the proviso, so that all 
those generals should remain in office during their 
lives. Thus stood the first section of the bill. 
The Senate added two other sections. 

For war purposes, as in the case of the generals, 
and for war purposes alone, Congress authorized 
one major to be added to each regiment of the ald 
army, but providing at the same time, by the most 
unequivocal enactment, that they should go out of 
office at the close of the war, and the same pro- 
vision applied to each of the officers enumerated in 
the Senate’s amendment. 

Mr. B, need not say to those who were acquainted 
with his course here that he was utterly opposed 
to retaining public servants when there was no 
more work for them to perform, but simply for 


their own benefit. With him this was a cardinal ] 
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first knowledge of it was the actual reception of | principal of action. 
their new commissions. When these were re- Mr. B. was opposed, not only to retaining the 


ceived, they had, as honorable men, no other alter- || general officers who had been added for the war, || 


native but to accept, or to submit to be commanded || but also those majors who had been promoted. 
by their juniors, The honorable feeling which | There were fifteen majors, two surgeons, twelve 
animated all brave men in command forbade this; | assistant surgeons, four quartermasters, and ten 
and certainly there could be no more grievous op- | assistant quartermasters, four assistant adjutant 
pression than for the House by law to direct the | generals, two deputy paymasters, ten paymasters, 
President to create a certain number of majors in | and eight musicians, making in all sixty-seven | 
the new corps from the old captains of the army, officers, and add these three generals, and there 
and when he had done so, and these men had ac- 
cepted their new position, then to legislate them 
out of the service. The object of the bill was to 
prevent this. it would receive the serious consideration of the 
Mr. B, here read a list of those sixteen majors | House. He could not believe the House would 
who were thus in danger of being turned out of the | consent to legislate for individuals without regard 
service. He stated that he had had a conversa- | to the public service they were to perform. He 
tion with the Adjutant General, with the Secretary t 
of War, and with General Scott, all of whom as- of the President in dismissing these generals and 
sured him that they were among the most valuable | other officers, in conformity with the existing law; 
officers in the service. | he could not believe that any gentleman here would 
Mr. B. then proceeded to state that the commit- | consider it necessary; these officers had not been 
tee concurred with the amendments of the Senate | necessary before the war, and they could not be 
in regard to the third section of the bill. They | necessary now the war was over. Gentlemen were 
were opposed to the discharge of the quartermas- || for continuing officers without men; they were 
ters and other subalterns there mentioned, believ- | providing places for individuals. He was utterly 
ing that their services could not be dispensed with | opposed to the whole proceeding. 
even on a peace establishment. They would be |) Would gentlemen avow that they were in favor 
required in consequence of the cordon of posts that || of increasing our standing army? At the close of 
must be established to protect our enlarged fron- | the war we should have an entire regiment more 
tier. These persons all belonged to the old army, | than we had before itscommencement. Before the 
and had performed valuable service in the war. war we had forty-two men in a company; they had 
As to the fourth section, Mr. B. had had some || been increased to sixty-four, and it was recom- 
peg: Four or five officers of the old army 
1 


had, in reality, not a particle of duty to perform. 


ad been put over new regiments, and had re- || we should need more officers, because our frontier || 


ceived new rank and emoluments. After a good || was to be increased; but gentlemen forgot how 
deal of doubt and difficulty he had at length come || many more privates we should have. 
to the conclusion that they ought to be restored to |, Mr. B. here went into a detailed exhibit of the 
their original position. || present force of the army: the result of the whole 
The last section allowed three months’ extra || was, that we should have 12,779, exclusive of 
pay to those soldiers who had honorably served || thirty-five officers of topographical engineers. We 
out their term. The Military Committee were in*| had now 958 officers in all, to which, as he had 
favor of this, with one proviso, viz: that those || before shown, it was proposed to add seventy more 
should be excepted who were absent on leave at | to be retained in office. He was dead against the 
the declaration of peace. whole concern. He would not add a man or an 
In reply to an inquiry from Mr. Coss, of Geor- || officer to what the army had been before the war. 
gia, Mr. B. made some further explanations as to ‘| If 5,000 men had been sufficient to achieve“ the 
the ground of this proviso. 
Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL explained that the | were not 12,750 men sufficient to keep the peace? 
purpose was to retain the promoted majors perma- || He should vote against the whole bill excepting 
nently, and not merely till the 4th of March. || the last clause, and that needed to be amended. 


Mr. BOTTS said he was willing and anxious | He was willing and anxious to give something to 


himself to retain every officer of the old army; but || the soldiers; as it was, the officers got most of the 

the Military Committee preferred confining it to || pay and all the glory. 

these majors. || Mr. BURT desired to say but a few words, in 
Mr. BOYD opposed the whole bill, with the | reply to the remarks of the gentleman from Ken- 

exception of the last clause granting extra pay. _—| tucky, upon thefirst section of this bill. He should 

hen our war with Mexico began, (said he,) 1 confine the remarks he proposed to make to the 





would be seventy officers to be continued, and who | 


The bill was an important one, and he trusted | 


was opposed to any postponement of the action | 


| mended to raise them to one hundred. It was said | 


| victory of Buena Vista, in the name of Heaven | 
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first section, and to such considerations connected 
with it as were made pertinent by the observations 
of that gentleman. He (Mr. Born] had chosen 
to assume that the object of this bill, and of the 
Committee on Military Affairs, was to create ofti- 
ces for individuals. ‘To be sure, he had modified 
the charge by saying that a: least was his opinion. 
Now, if that really was the opinion of the gentle- 
man from Kentucky, (and he should not doubt the 
gentleman’s sincerity,) he was perfectly right in 
voting against this bill; and he trusted no member 
of this House would so stultify himself as to vote 
for the bill, if he believed the object of it to be that 
which the gentleman from Kentucky said it was. 
What was the fact? According to the showing of 
that gentleman, we would have, under existing 
laws, an army of twelve thousand men. If they 
took the suggestion by way of recommendation of 
the President, we would have an army of more 
than seventeen thousand men. Ele wished to ask 
the honorable gentleman from Kentucky, whose 
researches as a member of the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs he presumed had given him some in- 
formation on this subject of the organization of our 
army, what number of general officers should be 
provided for an army of seventeen thousand men ? 

Mr. BOYD said we had had but one major gen- 
eral before the war, and another by brevet; and 
that the same condition of things would, as far aa 

| officers were concerned, be adopted, and would 
' exist at the close of the war, if the law was not 
changed. 

Mr. BURT repeated that such was the sugges- 
tion of the President: that the army be increased 
to more than seventeen thousand men. He under- 
stood his friend from Kentucky to be content with 
an army of a little more than twelve thousand men, 
He begged to know of that gentleman if anybody 
ever did suppose that an army of twelve thousand 
men should be commanded by one major general. 
He begged to know if, in the organization of an 
army on the face of the earth, it had ever been 
| known that there should be but one major general 

for twelve thousand men ? 

Mr. BOYD would respond by inquiring whether 
the army, before the commencement of the war, 
consisting of eight thousand or ten thousand men, 
as the case might be, had had more than one major 
general ? 

| Mr. BURT. Was not General Gaines a major 

|| general by brevet? 

| Mr. BOYD. By brevet. 

| Mr. BURT. Was he not receiving the pay and 
emoluments and holding the rank of a major gen- 
eral? 

Mr. BOYD replied, while he was actually per- 
forming the duties of major general perhaps he was 

| receiving his salary. 

Mr. BURT believed the number of the ermy 
before the war with Mexico did not exceed 7,000 
men, and we had two major generals and several 

|| brigadier generals. To be sure, they did not all 
| hold the commission of brigadierand major gen- 
erals, but some of them held the rank by brevet; 
and why were those officers brevetted which Con- 
'| gress had refused for the army by not authorizing 
| the appointment of officers of that grade? He un- 
|| dertook to say that in no country, of whose mili- 
| tary history we had any information whatever, 
| was there an army to be found with less than one 
major general to every 4,000, and one brigadier 
general for every 2,000 men. ‘That was the prin- 
ciple of the organization of the army in every 
country; it had been so in this. The gentleman 
insisted that this bill was to create a place for indi- 
| viduals, and to create officers without men. Now, 
|| he trusted the gentleman saw that his statement 
| had been inconsiderately made, without reference 
‘to facts which were to be found in our own his- 
| tory, and which neither he nor any one else would 
'| for a moment endeavor to controvert. He trusted 
that the gentleman would see—he should see, at 
| least—that this House was not to be frightened 
from its propriety by denunciations and declara- 
| tions of that kind. 
|| But the honorable gentleman from Kentucky 
|| should remember that we were now making a mili- 
'| tary peace establishment; and he asked that gen- 
| tleman if, upon referring to the history of our own 
| country, it would not be found that every military 
|| peace establishment had been composed of an im- 
| mense disproportion of officers to the rank and file of 
'the army? And he asked the gentleman further, if 
i his own good sense, which he knew the gentleman 
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possessed so much of, did not teach him that a | 
man was profoundly ignorant of the principles on 
which a military peace establishment should be 
made, who did not see that there must necessarily 
be a great disproportion of officers to the rank and 
file? It was the object, in a military peace estab- 
lishinent, to preserve the skeleton of an army, 
such as might be filled out without impairing the 
efficiency of the force. It could only be done by 
having the requisite complement of officers, what- 
ever might be the number of the rank and file. If 
it wae desired to increase the army, it was not to 
be done by the addition of new corps, but simply 
by filling up the rank and file, and having them 
under the command of experienced officers. He 
would ask, to what was the counury indebted for | 
that glorious victory of Buena Vista? It was to 
the officers, those who directed the energy and the 
bravery of the troops. Suppose ‘our army there 
had been under the command of our militia and 
volugteer officers, unaided by these regular officers, 
did any man doubt that a most inelorious defeat 
of our arms must have been the result of that day? 

Mr. BOYD thought the volunteers did their full 
part—oftlicers and men, 

Mr. BURT cheerfully admitted this, and gave 
full credit to the volunteers for their indomitable 
courage and gallantry; but who selected their field 
of battle? That was the great merit of the field of 

suena Vista? He asked who selected the field 
on Which that great battle was to be fought? 

Mr. RICHARDSON said, the question of the 
sclection of the field of Buena Vista was one that 
had been much discussed in the public press since 
the time the battle was fought. The friends of one 
of the ofiicers of the regular army, General Wool, 
had claimed that he selected that field. He could 
state, for the information of the gentleman and the 
Hlouse, the facts as they occurred, so far as he 
knew them and believed them to be material, and 
gentiemen could draw their own inferences. In 
January, before that battle was fought, the regi- 
ment to which he belonged was placed in advance 
of all others. Colonel Hardin sent forward to the 
pass, where the battle was subsequently fought, a 
battalion, under Major Warren, of the same regi- 
ment, and placed it at the pass, which formed the 
key of the position, intending to advance his regi- 
ment to that point in the event of a battle. These 
were the first of our troops that occupied that 
AL eo. 

early in February, General Taylor assumed the 
command, and advanced the whole of the troops, 
except a garrison for Saltillo, to Agua Nueva. On 
the morning of the 21st february—as he (Mr. R.) 
understood, for the purpose of being near our sup- 
ples, which were at Salullo—the army retired to- 
wards Saltillo, leaving two reziments—the Arkan- 
sas and the Kentucky cavalry—at Agua Nueva. 
At Encantada,eight or ten miles from Agua Nueva, 
Colonel McKee’s regiment halted. Three miles 
from that point, at the pass, where Warren’s bat- 
talion had beensstationed, Colonel Hardin obtained 
leave to halt his regiment. During that night the 
regiment that had been left at Encantada and Agua 
Nueva retired from their positions and fell back to 
General Wool’s position, two miles in the rear of 
Colonel Hardin, leaving him’‘at the advance po- 
sition, where the battle was fought. During the 
night of the 2ist and the morning of the 22d, the 
first Lllinois regiment, under Colonel Hardin, forti- 
fied that position, It was the point to be first as- 
suiled, the pomt from which the enemy were first 
driven—a point in which we lost not a single man. 
In the contest between Colonel Hardin, or the 
friends of Colonel Hardin, and General Wool, he 
had no hesitation in saying that that position was 
selected and fortified by Colonel Hardin. On the 
morning of the 22d of February, before either of 
the general officers came upon the field, Colonel 
Hardin, after passing over the entire ground, re- 
turned and said to General Wool, in his (Mr. R.’s) 
presence, that it was necessary thata position at 
the foot of the mountain on the left should be for- 
tified. Officers were sent out to view that portion 
of the ground; they returned, and, as he under- 
stood, reported that the ravines were impassable 
for cannon; that the enemy never could do our 
troops great injury there, unless they could bring 
their artillery with them. The battle commenced 
on the 22d; on the morning of the 23d, at the ver 
position where Colonel Hardin insisted that troops 
should be sent and posted, the enemy turned our 
flank, and we received great damage. It was due | 


| lishment was fixed at 10,000 men, an 


that he should state that the selection and fortifica- | 


tion of a field was done by officers whose particu- 
lar duty tt was. The means by which the enemy 
advanced their artillery was by throwing the heavy 
timbers, which they brought along for the purpose 
of mounting their cannon, across these ravines—a 
fact which could not have been anticipated by those 
officers who reconnoitered the field. There was 
no timber in the neighborhood, no trees of any sort, 
by which, unless they had brought their timbers, 
they could have sent their arullery across the 
ravines. 

While he was on the floor he desired to refer to 
another matter, in which injustice had been done 
to the memory of one who was no more. After the 
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death of Colonel Hardin, it had been said that the | 
last charge of the bettle of Buena Vista waa the re- 
sult of a conference between Colonel Hardin and 


Colonel Clay; that Colonel McKee opposed the 


move. This was incorrect. By reference to the offi- | 


cial report of Colonel Weatherford, it would be 
seen that Colonel Hardin was ordered to make the 


charge by Captain Chilton, one of the aids. That |} 
order was given in his (Mr. R.’s) presence, as || 


also in the presence of Captain Robertson, Lieu- 
tenants Myers, Erwin, and Wallace, and others. 


In compliance with that order, Colonel Hardin | 
advanced the battalion some distance, where he | 


engaged an enemy that till then had been unob- 
served by him, concealed in one of the ravines. 
After fighting for some minutes, Colonel Bissell 


came up with his regiment and formed upon his 
Subsequently, Colonel McKee formed, or 


right. 


partly so, upon Bissell’s right. Our forces were 


overpowered by immense numbers, our lines forced, | 
and the nation mourns the loss of that desperate | 


conflict. He made that statement in justice to the 
memory of the lamented Colonel Hardin. 
Mr. BURT continued. 


knew he was utterly incapable of doing injustice 


to the gallantry and valor of the lamented dead. | 


He knew too much of the history of this Mexican 
war; he should forget he was a South Carolinian, 


that his own State had a regiment in that war, be- | 


fore he could do injustice to any of our brave vol- 
unteers. But he would ask if the valor of our 
volunteers would not have been fruitless without 


this corps of officers to direct it? He said that the | 


corps of staff officers who, as the gentleman from 
Iilinois had said, reconnoitered and selected the 


ground of Buena Vista—that corps whom the gen- | 
tleman from Kentueky seemed to regard as offi- 
cers without men—yes, that corps of engineers || 


had earned as high a title to the glories of that war 
as any corps that was in it. There were men in 


that corps who, upon his conscience, he believed | 


deserved infinitely higher glories than those men 
who had won high office in the line. 


Mr. BOYD disavowed totally any intention to | 
He had only || 


derogate from the engineer corps. 
enumerated the number of officers in that corps as 


forming a part of the grand total of the officers of 
the army. 


Mr. BURT was very glad to hear that the gen- | 


tleman did not intend to convey the full meaning 


of the language he had used in talking about offi- || 


cers and men. It did happen that some of these 
corps consisted of officers entirely. 

But to return to the point from which he had 
been led by the remarks of the gentleman from II- 
linois. The gentleman from Kentucky had pro- 
posed that we should have an army of 12,000 men. 


He (Mr. B.) said that an army of that number had || 
always been commanded by two major generals. | 
eace estab- | 
there were || 


At the close of the war of 1812, the 


authorized by the act of March, 1815, two major 
generals and four brigadier generals to command 
an army in time of peace of 10,000 men. Well, 
our army of over 10,000 men would now be dis- 
tributed not only through the United States, but in 
Oregon, in California, and in New Mexico. We 
had received into the territory of the United States 
immense hordes of savage, warlike Indians, in 
New Mexico and California, and he asked any 
gentleman who proposed to reduce this army, why 
it was, if 10,000 troops were required in 1815, that 


as large a number of troops as recommended by | 


the President were not necessary, and at least the 
same number of general officers? 


But there was another view of this subject which 


Those who knew him | 
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that Zachary Taylor was made a major genera] 
without his knowledge or consent. After ae 
splendid battles of the Rio Grande, the universal 
voice of the American people demanded tha: ” 
should be a major general. He well knew, as did 
his friend from Kentucky, that that office y “ 
tendered to General Taylor by the Presiden: a 
obedience to the will of his countrymen, and sent 
to General Taylor without his knowledge or with. 
out his asking for it. He had never heard that 
General Taylor had asked foran office of any hind. 
He asked that gentleman if he was willing tha: 
Zachary Taylor, who was promoted to be a mains 
general under these circumstances, should be cn. 
missed at the close of the warasa supernumerary 
as an incumbrance on the army of the United 
States? It must fall on him if this law was not 
passed in some form. He said to this House. jf 
| the President did his duty, if he did not an act of 
inex pressible meanness, he would dismiss Generals 
Twiggs and Kearny. Generals Gaines and Woo! 
were their seniors, and he said the President dare 
not dismiss Generals Gaines and Wool; hence 
Generals Twiggs and Kearny must go out under 
the law as it now stood; and he asked gentlemen 
if they were prepared for that? Had they done 
nothing in Mexico to deserve better of their coun- 
try than that?) He trusted that the first section of 
this bill would not be defeated in this way. 

Mr. HASKELL said, that independently of 
considerations of public interest, he felt it to be a 
duty on his part to a number of the officers whose 
heads would fall unless this bill was passed—a 
duty growing out of the fact that he had shared 
the privations of the camp and the perils of the 
field with some of them—to make known to this 
House, more particularly than all of them perhaps 
now knew, who were the individuals who would 
fall unless saved by the passage of this bill. He 
spoke now particularly of the majors. With 
reference to Nathan Boon, he had not the pleasure 
to know him, and he could not speak of him par- 
ticularly. Next on the list was Major Philip St. 
George Cooke—a name familiar to this House as 
having been identified with the operations of our 
army in California. Passing over the name of 
Major Crittenden, an officer distinguished in the 
battles on Scott’s line, he came to Major Thomas 
Childs, an officer who had served with marked 
|| distinction in every campaign upon which he had 
been ordered. He had been three times brevetted, 
| and recently brevetted brigadier general for dis- 
tinguished services in Mexico; he was the same 
officer who had defended Puebla during the long 
and arduous siege of that place, and who protected 
the rear of General Scott’s army. Passing by the 
| name of Major Porter, of whom he could not par- 

ticularly speak, next on the list he noticed the 
name of Major E. 8. Hawkins, the officer who, 
after the heroic Brown had fallen in defence of 
Fort Brown, opposite Matamoros, assumed the 
command, being the oldest officer, and continued 
to defend that post until the arrival of General 
| Taylor from the fields of Palo Alto and Resaca; 
the same officer who, when summoned to surren- 
der by Ampudia, on the opposite bank, sent back 
the cool answer that he did not understand Spanish. 
| 'There were also Major Washington, whose bit- 
tery, with Major Bragg’s, at Buena Vista, con- 
| tributed so much to that achievement, whose glory 
had shed lustre upon our arms, and added so much 
‘| to our national reputation; Major Sewall, one of 
the defenders of Fort Brown, who distinguished 
himself by his activity and valor; George W. 
McCall, with whom he had the pleasure of a per- 
sonal acquaintance, distinguished upon the fields 
of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma, and with 
whose arduous duties, ably and creditably per- 
| formed, as an adjutant general, and upon the staff 
of Major General Patterson, he was familiar; 
_ Major Lee, an officer whom he did not personally 
_ know, but with whose character he was well ac- 
| quainted from the representations of those who had 
known him and had witnessed his gallant conduct 
in the field, and who spoke of him as one of the 
most meritorious and deserving of the officers of the 
army; Dixon S. Miles, an officer who entered the 
field at the earliest stages of the campaign, and 
|| who, in advance of the army, took possession of 
| the city of Camargo, which subsequently became 


| 


| the key upon General Taylor’s line of operations, 


ajor 





Semmntanenseteman 


he was not willing to admit, and of which he was | and the depét of the Government stores. 


repared to take his full share of the responsibility. 
t was known to this Congress and to the country 


|| Passing over Major Green, with whom he had 
'| no acquaintance, he proceeded to name Major 
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painbridge, who served in all the battles from 
Vera Cruz to the city of Mexico. And last, but far 
from least, there was the name of our old and val- 
yed friend, Major Wait, formely of the 2d infan- 
try, and now major of the 6th or 8th. In reference 
to his particular case, he wished to say a word. It 
jad already been said by members of this House 
that some of these officers had notonly not asked for 
promotion, but that they had received it without a 
full knowledge of the circumstances under which 
the promotion came. Major Wait received inform- 
ation of his promotion on the eve of the battle of 
Cerro Gordo; and then it was he first heard of the 
assage Of the act creating the additional majors. 
cee then, was Major Wait, who had served his 
country a8 many years as he (Mr. H.) had been 
born; who had devoted his life to his country, and 
had now reached a period of life when he was unfit- 
ied forany other than the profession of arms;—here 
was Major Wait, with a commission tendered to 
him by the President of the United States by vir- 
we of power delegated to him by Congress, because 
he was the oldest captain of the regiment, and 
stood high in his profession;—here, he repeated, 
was Major Wait in this position, standing in the 
face of the enemy, without knowing the circum- | 
stances under which the law was passed; and 
would it, he asked, consist with the honor and 
pride of a soldier to refuse such a commission, and 
suffer his junior to command “him on that field ? 
No; and he would appeal to the sense of justice of 
Congress, if they were not behind the spirit which | 
animated the people, if these officers, after having | 
peen legislated into commissions without their con- 
sent, should be legislated out of the public service? |’ 
He proceeded, as was understood, to describe a | 
wound from a musket ball which Major Wait had 
received, of which he was reminded by Major | 
Gaines, who sat near him, which passed round | 
into his groin, and from the consequences of which | 
he never would recover; and he again asked the 
House, with what show of justice and propriety | 
they could legislate such a man out of the service? 
Were they, after they had fought the battles of 
the country, to be ostracized? If so, they might || 
well exclaim, in the language of .a commander | 
of ancient times, ‘* a few more such victories and | 
we are ruined.” Well might they say, ‘if we 
fight a few more battles, and shed our blood on | 
foreign soil in defence of the flag of our country, | 
when we might naturally suppose that we should || 
receive the due meed of our services, we are re- 
warded with unmerited dismissal!’? This Con- 
gress is engaged from day to day in passing laws 
giving pensions to the families of those who have 
fallen in battle, and with the very same breath || 
with which they ordered the treasury to pay those 
rewards, in a spirit of false economy they were 
ready to strike off the heads of those meritorious 
officers, and turn them adrift, after they had spent 
the best part of their lives in the service of their 
country,and when they were unfitted for any other 
than the profession of arms. It was indeed a 
strange spectacle which they were presenting. 
How different was the conduct of the people! 
When our soldiers returned from this foreign war, 
covered with laurels, they were welcomed with 
drums and trumpets, and colors flying, and with 
processions; they were greeted on returning home 
with the plaudits of their admiring countrymen. 
And the bodies of the dead who had fallen in bat- 
ve were brought back and buried with the pomp 
and circumstance of funeral procession, such as 
Was never seen in the — days of ancient 
Rome. To the dead and to the living manifesta- 


tions of the feelings of the people were shown in 
various modes; and yet here, when these old men 
returned who had bled on nearly every battle-field | 
of Mexico, while the country was greeting the || 
brave men whom they commanded, the House of | 
Representatives was ready to greet them with the 
guillotine, and to sever their heads from their 
shoulders, He appealed to the sense of justice of | 
this House, and he again asked if they were not || 
behind the spirit which animated the country? If 
they should allow themselves to be influenced by 
such a spirit of false economy, he was sure they 
Would not receive the plaudits of their constituents, 
nor the greeting ** well done, good and faithful 
servant.”? 

Mr. BOTTS rose to a question of order, and said | 

¢ hoped the Chair would require gentlemen to | 
confine themselves to the amendment, which was y 
the question pending before the House. 


| 
| 
1 


' United States. 


| law. 


Mr. HASKELL said, as he might have no 
other opportunity, he desired to speak fully on 
this subject at this time. ; 

Mr. BOTTS said the reason why he made the 
point of order was, that he was very anxious that 
the bill should be passed. 

Mr. HASKELL said, if the House would take 
the question, he would yield the floor, and not say 
another word, except it was to move the previous 
question. 

Mr. BOTTS explained. He did not wish to cut 
off the remarks of the gentleman from Tennessee; 
but he had made the point of order then, because 
he preferred to make it on a friend to the bill 
rather than on one who was opposed to it. 

Mr. SCHENCK intimated his desire to offer an 
amendment to the amendment of the Senate. 

Some conversation ensued, in which several gen- 
tlemen took part, in relation to the eiect of the 
previous question, which was terminated with an 
understanding that the discussion should proceed. 

Mr. HARALSON appealed to the House not 
to sustain the previous question, and he should 
object to the question of order of the gentleman 


from Virginia, since there had been so much dis- | 


cussion, until he had said what he desired to say. 

The first section of this bill provides for the 
retention of one major general and two brigadier 
generals now in the service. It repeals that sec- 
tion of law which provides that one of the major 
generals and two of the brigadier generals shall be 
dismissed at the end of the war. Having been 
opposed to that section two years ago, there was 
good reason why he should be anxious to have it 
repealed now. It had been said that some of these 
appointments had been made, not only without 
being sought, but without the knowledge of those 
upon wham they were conferred; and he appre- 
hended this would be found true in regard to Gen- 
eral Taylor, and he knew it would as to General 
Twiggs, one of the brigadier generals who was to 
be affected by this law. These appointments were 
made shortly after the battles of the 8th and 9th of 
May, 1846, when the whole country was anxious 
to do honor to those men. Those appointments, 


their knowledge, in view of their distinguished 


|| then, he repeated, were conferred on them without | 


| services on those occasions. General Taylor was | 


elevated to the rank of major general, and placed | 


side by side with General Scott, giving place to 


him only on account of the date of his commission. | 


|, General Scott, too, partook largely in the recent 


war; he was present in command at many a hard 
fought battle; and could this House, in view of the 
distinction which these two generals had received 
with the people, continue that law which would 
dismiss one of them after the distinguished ser- 
vices which they had rendered in Mexico? To 
select between them would be an extremely deli- 
cate act; and, therefore, Congress should repeal 


the public service. 
selecting between them would be a very delicate 
one for the President to perform, and it could not 
be performed with satisfaction to the people of the 
He hoped there would be no dis- 
tinction made between them on their return from 
the battle-fields of Mexico, and that neither of them 


| the law, and these two generals should be left in | 
He repeated that the task of | 
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\Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, Mr. 


would be discharged from the service of the United | 


States. Why, these officers had been in the pub- 


° oped not a vote would 
be given in this House to retain that law. 


_ lic service thirty or forty = and should they | 
| now be discharged? He 


But again: that law was equally hard on the | 


| brigadier generals, some of whom were in the ser- 
| vice during the war of 1812—1815. One of those 


brigadier generals, to whom he particularly allu- 
ded, was in the service at that period, and he had 
never since been disconnected with the American 
army. Arms were his profession, and he ought 
not now to be driven into retirement. General 
Gaines was another of those who were to be af- 
fected by this law. He had spent a lifetime in the 
service of the country, and why should he now 
be put out of the service? He hoped, so far as it 
would affect General Gaines, that no one here 
would raise his voice for the continuance of that 
General Kearny was another officer who 
had spent a life in the service of the country, and 
won glory on the battle-field, and why should he 
be discharged? He asked this House if it would 


discharge any of these officers in the face of au- 


thority which he was now about to read? 


He then called the attention of the House to the | 
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condition of the country at the close of the war of 
1812, when we had but eleven millions of people. 
In 1815, when a peace establishment was arranged, 
and when our army was reduced to ten thousand, 
there were two major generals, besides four briga- 
dier generals, retained in the service. In order 
that it might be impressed upon the House, he 
begged leave to read a section from the law of the 
3d March, 1815, being the law to which he re- 
ferred. That was the course pursued in 1815; and 
yet, in 1848, with a greatly extended territory, and 
with Indian tribes in a hostile position in Oregon 
and elsewhere on our borders, it was seriously con- 
templated to reduce our major generals to one, and 
our brigadier generals to two, with a correspond- 
ing reduction of men, as the peace establishment 
of the country. Now, in no view of the case that 
he was able to take of it, could he see any reason 
why this law should be permitted to be retained. 
On the contrary, he saw much to satisfy him that 
it ought to be repealed, and these officers kept in 
the service of the United States. This was due in 


justice to those officers; it was due to the people 


of these United States; and it was due to them- 
selves here assembled in Congress, as the repre- 
sentatives of the people. Though we may but 
retain askeleton army in time of peace, each of the 
two divisions should have a major general. 

He then alluded to the other portions of the bill; 
by one section of which he believed there were 
fifteen majors that would be affected, who had been 
elevated from captaincies to the stations they now 
occupy. It was not from private life that they had 
been selected, but from the old army; and this fur- 
nished the very best endorsement of their worth, 
their gallantry, and their capacity. And would 
they discharge these men from the army? Should 
it be said to them that their elevation should be the 
means of sending them to private life, and of de- 
priving them of the profession which they had 
selected, and to which their best energies had been 
devoted ? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, called the 
attention of the gentleman from Georgia to the fact, 
that by the fourth section, provision was made 
whereby these majors would be restored to their 
former regiments and rank as supernumerary offi- 
cers until vacancies should occur, to which they 
should succeed in virtue of their former commis- 
sion. 

Mr. HARALSON intended to come to that in 
regular order. It was not a section, however, of 
which he approved. 

He went on to explain his views more at length; 
but the debate descended to a conversation on a 
variety of subjects between Mr. HARALSON, 
BURT, Mr. 
McCLELLAND, and Mr. BOTTS, which was 
conducted in a conversational tone which did not 
reach the reporter’s ear. 

Mr. McCLERNAND next obtained the floor, 
but he gave way to— ; 

Mr. BOTTS, who expressed a wish to bring this 
rambling debate to aclose Asa means of doing 
that, he suggested that the House should disagree 
to the Senate’s amendment, and then that they 
should ask for a committee of conference, and 
thus the bill could be put in a shape in which it 
would pass. 

Mr. McCLERNAND then proceeded to address 
the House. He said, the question was miscon- 
ceived by the House. It was not a question of 
turning men out of office, but whether a war es- 
tablishment should be continued in time of peace. 
War broke out; an increase of the army followed 
to meet the exigencies of war: these exigencies 


\had now passed away, and the army should be 


reorganized to suit the condition of peace. It was 


_ proposed by the bill to retain such of the regular 


officers as had been promoted to higher commis- 
sions in the ten regiments, when it was proposed 
to discharge the rest of the officers of the ten regi- 


_ments who had been appointed from civil life. 


Why this distinction between men of equal and 
the same merit? The promoted officers of the 
new regiments had notice of the condition of their 
promotions. Was it not unjust even to the reg- 
ular officers who had not been promoted, to retain 
supernumerary officers of higher rank over their 
heads? : 

The question was not one merely of gratitude to 
individuals; it was emphatically a question of high 
state policy, and should be determined in a man- 
ner consistent with the publicinterests. He would 
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do justice to all, and for that purpose he desired 
to see the Jaw disbanding the army at the close of 
the war suspended unul the army could be reor- 
ganized, and the claims and merits of every officer 
considered, and full justice done to all, ns 

tie was opposed to large standing armies. The 
events of the Mexican war had proved that the 
best reliance of a free people was upon their own 
valor and patriotism. Upon the breaking out of 
the war, thousands of men had leaped from the 
bosom of society, more than were needed, and 
offered their services in the cause of their country. 
They had fought nobly and successfally. 

He called the attention of the Military Commit- 
tee to the importance of providing for an efficient 
militia system, whereby the militia of the States 
might be periodically drilled and instructed in the 
art of war, under the supervision of capable led- 
eral oflicers. Such a system would dispense with 
the expense of a standing force for any other pur- 
pose than to garrison necessary forts, and to re- 
press Indian hostilities upon our borders. 

He was decidedly for the provision of the bill 
which proposed three months’ extra pay to the 
soldiers—the men who had fought and bled in the 
ranks. 

Mr. McLANE denied that there was any de- 
sign to continue our war establishment in time of 
Did the addition of two or three general 
otlicers to our old army convert it into.a war estab- 
lishment? What was intended was only a slight 
change in the organization of a peace establish- 
ment. He hoped the recommendation of the Ex- 
ecutive would not be wholly disregarded. ‘The 
President recommended the increase of the old 
army to seventeen thousand men, by filling up the 
companies to one hundred men each. The addi- 
tion of Oregon, California, and New Mexico, 
would require at least four regiments of troops, 
and these would of themselves need one major 
general and two brigadiers. He contended that 
two major generals and four brigadiers would be 
requisite for a peace establishment. Brevets were 
but a shadow, and gave no command without an 
express Executive order, which was always reluc- 
tantly given. He hoped the House would be ac- 
tuated by no narrow principle of mistaken econ- 
omy in its action on this bill. 

Mr. McL. reviewed the several sections of the 
bill, commenting on each, and replying to inquiries 
and objections urged by Messrs. McCLERNAND 
and BOWLIN. 

Mr. BOTTS said he had received an official com- 
munication from the Adjutant General, and also 
from the Surgeon General, on the subject of retain- 
ing these officers, but would not read them now. 
As it seemed impossible to foresee where this debate 
would terminate, and as the previous question would 
cut off several important amendments which the 
Military Committee wished to propose, Mr. B. 
would move that the House disagree to the Senate’s 
amendments and ask a conference. On this mo- 
tion he called the previous question, 

The CHAIR stated thatthe effect of the previous 
quesuion would be to bring the House to a direct 
vote, first, on theamendments of the Military Com- 
mittee to the amendments of the Senate, and then 
onconcurring with the Senate’s amendments. The 
House could hhowever,by unanimous consent,allow 
new amendments of the Military Committee to be 
received after the previous question had been sec- 
onded. ‘Those already reported could not be with- 
drawn 

The previous question was seconded, put, and 
carried, and the main question was divided, and 
the question taken on each amendment. They 
were both negatived: the first by a vote of ayes 36, 
noes 102; the second by a vote of ayes 10, noes 

73. 

The question then recurring on the last amend- 
ment, (which was the third section, allowing three 
months’ extra pay to the soldiers) — 

Mr. BOTTS said he hoped, by common con- 
sent, this would be rejected, in order that it might 
be modified afterward. 7 

Mr. HARALSON said the object desired was 
to extend the provision so as to include the wives 
and children also. 

Mr. BOYD said he could not consent to vote 
against it as it stood; and he demanded the yeas 
and nays. . 

A word of conversation ensued between Mr. 
McLANE and the SPEAKER. 

Mr HARALSON inquired if it was in the power 


peace. 


of the Committee of Conference to agree upon such 
an amendment as he wished to introduce into the 
bill ? | 

The SPEAKER replied that there was no limit | 
to the powers of a Committee of Conference. 

Mr. BURT inquired whether, if the House con- 
curred in the amendment of the Senate, this would 
be a subject for the consideration of the Committee 
of Conference? 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

Mr. BURT desired, then, to say, that under this 
amendment, this three months’ pay would be given 
to a very large number of troops of the regular 
army of the United States who were at the recruit- | 
ing depéts of the United States, who never had 
been to Mexico, but who had enlisted for the term | 
of the war; and unless the House prevented it, this 
body of the troops would receive this pay, while | 
the widows and the children of those who had died 
in the war would be excluded from it. He sub- 
mitted, then, that this section should be sent to the 
Committee of Conference that it might be amended | 
as manifest justice required. | 

The question was taken on concurring with the | 
Senate in the adoption of this section, and dis- | 
agreed to. 

Mr. BOTTS moved that a Committee of Confer- | 
ence be appointed on the subject of the disagree- 
ing votes of the two Houses. Agreed to. 

Mr. VINTON moved that the House resolve | 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state | 
of the Union. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, rose to a privileged | 
question, and moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the last amendment was non-concurred in. | 
He had desired, before the previous question was 
adopted, to make the suggestion that this provis- 


Qe 


ion of three months’ pay to all the officers and sol- | 


diers who had been engaged in this war did not 
extend to the widow or children of the soldier or | 
officer who bad fallen in the battles of his country, 
or who had died by disease in the service. It gave 
to those who had enlisted, and who, for a dis- 
ability however temporary, had been discharged, 
this three months’ pay, while the widows and 


ehildren of those who had fallen were deprived of | 


it. Again, it did not extend to the widows and 


children of those who had been honorably dis- | 
charged and since died, the benefits of this bounty. 


He wished the vote reconsidered, and should move, 
if he obtained the floor, an amendment to remedy 
these defects. 

Mr. BOTTS moved to lay the motion to recon- 
sider on the table. 

Mr. JONES demanded the yeasand nays; which 
were ordered, and, being taken, resulted: Yeas 64, 
nays 97. 

So the House refused to lay on the table. 

The question recurring on the motion to recon- 
sider, was, after some conversation, taken, under 
the operation of the previous question, moved by 


Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, and agreed to: 


Yeas 118, nays 58. 

So the vote was reconsidered by which the last 
amendment of the Senate was non-concurred in, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, then offered the fol- 
lowing amendment to the 3d section: 

And the legal heirs of such as have been killed in battle, 
or who have died while in service, or, having been honor- 
ably discharged, have since died, or may hereafter die with- 
out having received the three months’ pay hereafter provi- 
ded, first, to the widows, second, to the children, and third, 
to the heirs generally. 

Respecting this and other suggested amendments 
a conversation ensued, in which Messrs. JONES 
of Tennessee, BOYD, VINTON, BOTTS,STAN- 
TON, and others, took part. 

The amendment was agreed to; and, under the 
operation of the previous question, the section, as 
amended, was concurred in: Yeas 146, nays 9. 


Several motions to reconsider votes taken, and | 
to lay the motions to reconsider on the table, were | 


made and agreed to; and then the House ad- 
journed. 





IN SENATE. 
Fripay, July 14, 1848. 


Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported House bill to reg- 











ulate the postage on newspapers, and for other | 


purposes, with amendments; which was ordered 
to be printed. 


Mr. DLX, from the Committee on Commerce, | 


reporied the bill to establish a collecsion district in 





Suly 14, 


the State of South Carolina, with 
[The amendments strike out the col! 
m South Carolina, and substitute one at E 


amendments 


ection district 


8s . 
Massachusetts. } Sex, 


Mr. DIX moved to proceed to the considerat 
of the bill, as amended, which motion was nei , 
to; and, after some remarks from Mr. BUTI ER 
against the amendments, they were adopted - 

pted, and 
the bill passed. 

Mr. MASON, from the Committee 
reported House bill for the relief of Joshua B, 
ney, United States agent, without amendment 7 

_Also, from the same committee, reported es 
bill for the relief of Dr. Adolphus Wislizenys ~ 

Mr. BRADBURY, from the Committees og 
Claims, reported House bill for the relief of h 
E. Doxey, with an amendment. 

Mr. BALDWIN, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported House bill for the relief of Chas 
Benns, with amendments. oe 
_Mr. NILES submitted the following resoly- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the committee to audit and contro} the 
contingent expenses of the Senate be instructed 
whether the contract to report the proceedings and debay 5 
of the Senate has been faithfully executed, and whether the 
same has answered the purpose; and if not, to report some 
measures lo remedy the evil. 

Mr. NILES said he was one of those who voted 
against this contract. He did not exactly recollect 
its terms, but he believed it required that the re- 
ports of the debates should be laid on the tables of 
Senators on the morning after they had taken 
place. So far from this being done, they were 
delayed for many days. Owing to these irregu- 
larities, and the limited circulation which Senators 
gave to the publication, the proceedings of this 
body may be considered as substantially sup- 
pressed. He observed in one of the daily papers 
this morning, that while the report of the House 
of Representatives occupied many columns, the 
Senate matter was condensed into less than half a 
column. Thus we have arrested the voluntary 
arrangements which always gave our proceedings 
to the world before this contract was made, and 
have virtually suppressed our debates. He had 
no fault to find with the accuracy of the reports, 
They may be valuable for posterity. They will 
afford materials for the antiquarian and the histo- 
rian, but they are useless now. The session is 
nearly gone, and nothing of our debates is known 
to the country. 

Mr. CLAYTON hoped the resolution would lie 
over. 

Mr. FOOTE said a few words in defence of the 
reporter, on whom no responsibility for the delay 
ought to be cast. He was willing to furnish the 
reports to any of the daily papers. The delays 
which had taken place were attributable to Sena- 
tors themselves, who were in the habit of with- 
holding their speeches from publication until they 
had revised and re-revised and corrected them. 
This explanation he thought due to one of the 
officers of the body who seemed to be implicated 
in the charge of violation of contract by the reso- 
lution of the Senator from Connecticut. 

— resolution was then laid over under the 
rule. 


inn 


of Claims, 


Joseph 


to inquire 


BRANCH MINTS. 


On motion of Mr. DICKINSON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill to establish a branch 
mint in the city of New York. 

Mr. DICKINSON explained briefly the reasons 
which ought to influence the Senate to pass this 
bill. He adverted to the vast amount of commer- 
cial business transacted in New York, and to the 

_ quantity of foreign specie which flowed in every 
day. ‘To convert this foreign specie on the spot 
into American coin would be productive of the 
greatest convenience to the mercantile interest. — 

Mr. BUTLER moved to amend the bill by in- 
serting a clause for the establishment of a branch 
mint at Charleston, South Carolina. 2 

Mr. BADGER was opposed to the legislation 
by which branch mints had been multiplied, a8 
calculated to discourage the recoinage of foreign 
coin. He saw no good effect which had been pro- 
duced by the act of Congress making foreign coin 
receivable as currency. It had resulted in no im- 

rovement in the convenience of the country. 
here was quite as much reason for the adoption 
of the amendment as for the passage of the orig 
nal bill. The bill authorizes an outlay of $425,000. 
This was merely to begin with—$200,000 for 
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° wines in the South, there being no facility of trans- 
: porting the gold from these regions to the points 


specting harbor and river improvements, the mes- 
sage of the President assigning his reasons for 
| withholding his approval of the harbor and river 


ark 


cost of the freight of gold from New York to Phil- 
adelphia at $4,000, what was that in comparison 
with the expense of erecting a new branch of the 
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nience which must result from this practice. || the establishment of a branch of the Mint in New || ; tE ndC soe ai Abert. and to idform the 
, Mr. NILES made some remarks to show that | York || RRS Senor y RAS Ones senerhs oe 
n or ay ee : || , ; ‘ House when the same will be delivered, and if any 
New York, as the central emporium of commerce, || Mr. CALHOUN adverted to the increased im- | ction is necessary to facilitate the delivery of the 
. was entitled to the greatest consideration; and if it | portance of the city of Charleston, in a commercial oiaie 
was to be the settled policy of our Government to || view, and expressed his intention to vote for the | yy, CONGER wished to state that the cause of 
rt 7 . a lj . s . 4 , v 4 
e es no See Seon eae ee eementiee, | — d seeiteniiaieaalia d the bill | the delay which was complained of was, that the 
. wa ’ | ¢ > , , - 
y aka. ennai Gain de. tee dnahe bli Selah, we rprageay ee a Th im Was | plates which were to accompany the letter-press 
, The operations of the ecseneemnaan : c oe i < a one atere ee a id : | had not been furnished by the engraver. The print- 
sing caatiadion of about two-thirds fo " mi | nM ATHERTON expr eesti aa ion |) “1S rapes eee an of te were ee ee 
\- aah. Gaia tae ee Cate i | ae - a ae tor cotabli hi "| plates came in. Months ago a report of Lieuten- 
E enue, s all} n specie, was another | that we were carrying this fever for establishing | 441 Emory and another of Colonel Abert had been 
y reason in favor of the measure. The amount of | mints too far. He did not think the branch at | ordered to be printed. The letter-press was fur- 
: specie received in New York last year was about | Charleston was necessary; but, if it be, he thought nished. and had been lying in the office two or 
. twenty-four millions; and if a branch of the Mint || the branches at the gold mines might be dispensed || i} -e¢ months, because the printers could not get 
d was required anywhere, it was at New York. On| with. He hoped the amendment would be brought | from the engraver the plates that were to accom- 
the subject of Charleston, he was not sufficiently | forward in a separate bill. He would ask for the | . i : I iis 
a informed to enable him ra form an. oninion He | conan rye ie aathaie of iadtiatin and || Pa"y it. He desired to have the Committee on 
contrasted our condition in regard to iauie during | dhe were sland b | : Engraving present to the House a full report, so 
e ag oy itt alee a | oe ae ie ; ‘naz in the || thatthe subject might be thoroughly understood 
le fate war with our condition during the war || ‘The question being taken on concurring in the | by the House. Were any members of that com- 
_ Great Britain, in order to show what benefi- || amendment, it was decided as follows: || mittee present and prepared to give the requisite 
wt oS eee had resulted from the new system || YWEAS—Messrs. Badger, Bell, Benton, Borland, Breese, |, information? 
, uch looks to the establishment of a specie cur- || Buuler, Calhoun, Cameron, Davis nag = tr gg rr | Mr. ADAMS belonged to the committee, but 
rency. || Dix, Downs, Foote, Hannegan, Houston, Hunter, Johnson b } f 
P . “ewe F ‘ea egall 5 ie cause of the delay. 
Mr. BUTLER defended his amendment, repre- | % Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Johnson of Georgia, | We conane G a h Sersiood ther the man 
8 senting a district in South Caroli tl t | Lewis, Mason, Rusk, Sebastian, Turney, Underwood, West- | fr. said he unders the 
jes hiaaihn cana - Arolina as the mos? || cott, and Yulee—27. | who had got the contract could furnish only four 
8 aluable any w here for its gold mines. He desired | NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Bradbury, | or five thousand copies a week. Ought not some- 
. that his proposition should remain in the good || Bright, Clarke, Clayton, Corwin, Dayton, Dodge, Felch, || 11514 to be done to correct this state of things ? 
6 company in which it was, and could not yield to | ue ome Groene, i walker SI. Sila Oe Ne || Mr. VINTON moved the previous question, 
y the suggestions of some of his friends to offer his || nee et : || which was seconded; and, under the operation 
t i in a separate bill. || The question was then taken on ordering the | thereof, the resolution was agreed to. 
e Nee DIX regretted that the Charleston branch || bill to be engrossed, as amended, and decided as || Mr. STEPHENS, by leave, moved the follow- 
8 vil be attached to this bill. He was favorable | follows: laa’ wainiaheabinass 
" to the : : . 1] *MS : 
, from tl amet but wished it to he seperated | YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Borland, Breese, Bright, Butler, || Resolved, That the Committee on Public Printing be direct- 
om the other. “The reasons for the establishment | Calhoun, Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Dix, Dodge, | ed to inquire into and report to the House the cause of the 
ofa branch in New York were so strong and obvi- | Downs, Foote, Hamlin, Houston, Hunter, Johnson of Ma- || delay of printing the “ War Correspondence” which was 
n ous that he was astonished to hear any opposition || ty!and, Johuson of Louisiana, Lewis, Mason, Niles, Rusk, some time since urdered to be printed. 
to | . : : | and Sebastian—22. i : 
: i os The. vast amount of foreign coin brought | NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Atherton, Badger, Baldwin, Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, desired to move 
n nto New York is doomed to lie raeninns useless || Bell, Bradbury, Cameron, Clarke, Clayton, Corwin, Day- |, the following as an amendment, if in order: 
for the purposes of circulation. ‘The objection to |) ton, Felch, Fitzgerald, Greene, Hale, Hannegan, Johnson of | Resolved, That the Committee on Accounts report to this 
n sending this coin to Philadelphia for recoinage was || arcs ey Berge Ee ra " ae pamer Turney, || House the entire amount of the funeral expenses of the late 
j ° . } 2stcc —2he i : “ “ . 
4 chiefly the expense of transportation, which, for || Ud*rwood Walker, Westcott | Hab tee, Oaleee Adame, ond alan popert the ieee of the 
' gold alone, may be estimated at three-fourths per | On motion of Mr. BENTON, the Senate pro- | ’ 
cent.; and for gold and silver together, about one || ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; | Mr. Jonnson’s resolution was objected to as out 
- per cent. Emigrants bring in leon amounts of || and, after some considerable time spent therein, || of order. i 
. Specie, part of which they exchange for paper— || the doors were reopened, and || Mr. Srepnens’s resolution was then, under the 
, king some portion to the West—and this goes ‘' The Senate adjourned. 





' operation of the previous question, agreed to. 
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Mr. VINTON moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. ROCKWELL moved that the House re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
private calendar. 

Mr. DUNCAN, of Kentucky, asked the unani- 
mous consent of the House to take upa bill pro- 
viding for paying the award of commissioners 
under the Mexican treaty, and supported the mo- 
tion by some brief remarks. 

Mr. VINTON replied that the Government was 
without adollar to pay the salaries of the Executive 
Departme nis; and, what came nearer to gentlemen, 
it would in a few days be without a dollar to pay 
members of Congress their per diem. 

The motion to go into Committee of the Whole 
on the private calendar, having precedence, was 
first put, and was disagreed to, 


FORTIFICATION BILL. 

The House then resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Root, 
of Ohio, in the chair,) and took up the fortification 
bill, which had been returned from the Senate 
with an amendment. 

The Senate’s amendment appropriated $50,000 
for Fort Delaware, on the Pea Patch Island, in the 
river Delaware. 

Mr. VINTON said it would be recollected by the 
committee that when the bill was before under con- 
sideration in this Hlouse, a motion was made by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. J. R. In- 
Gersoi.| to amend the bill, by inserting $100,000 
for this fort. He had then opposed it, on the 
ground that no estimate had been received from 
the War Department, nor any data given. It was 
voted down. The Senate put in $50,000. A very 
strong recommendation had now been received by 
the Committee of Ways and Means from the En- 
gineer Department for an appropriation of $100,000. 
‘This amendment proposed but $50,000, He hoped 
it would be adopted, 

The amendment was agreed to—ayes 70, noes 
53—and was laid aside to be reported. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, the consideration 
of the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill was 
resumed at the section appropriating $160,000 for 
the coast survey, including compensation to super- 
intendentand assistants, 

Mr. VINTON rose and wished to be excused 
while he expressed the hope that the bill would be 
gone through with to-day, as it was absolutely 
necessary to carrying on the operations of the 
Government. 

Mr. SAWYER moved an amendment to limit 
the salary of the superintendent of the coast sur- 
vey to $4,000, to provide that hereafter he should 
not hold the office of superintendent of weights 
and measures; and further, that the salary of the 
first assistant superintendent should not exceed 
$2,500. 

The superintendent (he said) now received 
$4,500 in that capacity, and $1,500 additional as 
superintendent of weights and measures, making 
in the whole $6,000. 

Mr. McCLELLAND inquired if the gentleman 
was not mistaken, and if it was not the fact that 
he received only $3,000 as superintendent of the 
coast survey, and $1,500 of weights and measures? 

Mr. SAWYER replied in the negative, and re- 


peated his statement of the compensation. He 
was opposed to these extravagant salaries. He 


proposed to reduce the salary of the superintendent 
of the coast survey five hundred dollars, and to 
provide that he should not hold both offices. He 
proposed to separate them, There were other 
good, clever fellows anxious to have the place of 
superintendent of weights and measures, and they 
deserved it. ‘The present incumbent was a gentle- 
man of known talents and integrity, and he (Mr. 
S.) believed he had done more upon the coast sur- 
vey within the last year or two than had previously 
been done since its organization. This coast sur- 
vey was costing the Government too much money, 
and he made the prediction that,if things went on 
as they had done for years past, the end of this 
century would not see the coast survey through. 
It was to last through all time to come; that was 
his candid opinion. He repeated that he believed 
the present superintendent to be highly scientific, 
and that there were few men in this country really 


qualified to fill the place; but a salary of $4,000 he | 


deemed amply sufficient. He would not detain 
the House; he had discharged his duty by offer- 
ing the amendment, and it was for the House to 
dispose of it. 


Mr. McLANE inquired if the $4,500, which 


the gentleman from Ohio had named as the salary | 


of the superintendent, included his travelling ex- 
penses . 

{No reply was heard from Mr. Sawyer. ] 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, upon a pro forma 
motion, said that none of this appropriation was 
for the salary of Professor Bache, as superintend- 
ent of weights and measures. It included $3,000 
for him as superintendent of the coast survey. ‘The 
amendment, in fact, increased his salary; he re- 
ceived $1,500 salary and $1,500 travelling expenses. 
Professor Bache was specially employed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury as superintendent of 
weights and measures. It was well known thata 
very high degree of scientific attainment was ne- 
cessary to the proper discharge of the duties of 
this office. 
country who were capable of it. When it was 
under the charge of Professor Hassler, it was sup- 
posed that nobody except a foreigner was capable 
of filling the office. Then there had never been a 
whisper heard about the salary; there had been 
no complaint and no proposition to reduce it. He 
repeated that the discharge of the duties of the 
Cflice required scientific attainments of the highest 
degree. ‘The gentleman from Ohio was of opin- 
ion that there were other gentlemen who wanted the 
office. He would inform the gentleman that the 
office of superintendent of weights and measures 
required a sull higher order of talent than that of 
superintendent of the coastsurvey; most complicate 
scientific calculations were connected with it. Great 
differences had been discovered between the weights 


There were very few men in this | 


and measures in different custom-houses in the 


country. 

The CHAIR reminded the gentleman that it 
was not in order, on an amendment moved, to 
reply to the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. EVANS proceeded to refer to the difference 
between common field surveys and the coast sur- 
vey, and further to speak of the high order of sci- 
entific talents required. 

Mr. VINTON, upon a similar motion, stated 
that the superintendency of the coast survey and 
of weights and measures was a very old office, or 
rather that it was not an office, but an employ- 
ment which was authorized by the act of 1807. 


That act authorized the Secretary of the Treasury, | 


or required him, to cause a survey to be made of 
the coast of the United States, and to employ a 
competent person to discharge the duty. Mr. 
Gallatin, than whom, perhaps, no man who had 
ever been in public office in this country more com- 
petent to decide upon a scientific measure of that 
sort, had fixed the compensation of Professor 
Hassler at $6,000. It was not an office; it was an 
employment by the Secretary of the Treasury. 
The superintendent was not appointed by the 
President of the United States, or confirmed by the 
Senate. He was simply a person employed under 
that law. This salary of $6,000 had always been 


paid; it had been paid during the whole period of | 


time that Professor Hassler discharged the duties; 
and at the period of Professor Hassler’s death, 
Professor Bache had been substituted in his place, 
and had continued to receive the same compensa- 
tion, which was no other compensation than that 
originally fixed by Mr. Gallatin. 

In this connection, it was proper to say that 


since Professor Bache had been in charge of the | 


coast survey, and superintendent of weights and 


measures, he had devolved upon him the superin- | 


tendence of all the expenditures connected with it, 
which had not been upon Professor Hassler. Pro- 
fessor Hassler had always refused to have any- 
thing to do with the accounts. Professor Bache 
was now disbursing $150,000 per year, and for 
this additional duty he received no additional com- 
pensation whatever. 


He further pointed out the arduous and highly | 
scientific duties of the superintendent, and argued | 


against a reduction of the compensation. 
course of this— 


In the | 


Mr. SAWYER fully conceded that the superin- | 


tendent was doing his duty well. He found not 


a word of fault with him. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL renewed the amend- | 
ment in another shape, with a view to explain a | 
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understood. He would run them over without y 
minute explanation, which might speedilyexhane 
the moment allotted to him. a 
1. It was a mistake to suppose that the 
would be endless. On the contrary, by accurat 
calculation, unless great additions were made to 
the coast, it will be completed in fifteen years ; 
2. The expense, both of money and time, was 
less than that of any similar known work, A 4 
vey of the British coast cost much more, and had 
been thirty years in progress without reachine 8 
yrobable prospect of early completion; yet the 
ritish work was without the hydrography which 
our survey embraced in addition to the territoria! 
triangulation and other scientific employment a 
the closet and in the field. How great was the 
exposure on the ocean might be judged by that 
calamity which deprived the country of a mos 
valuable naval officer, the brother of the superin. 
tendent, when he was lost in a small vessel eq, 


work 


the coast investigating the important phenomena 


of the Gulf stream. 
3. Great labor and constant attention at all sea. 


sons of the year were required. Let gentlemen 


_ visit, as [ have done, the learned and scientific 


superintendent of the great work when he is in the 
field, as he is for more than half the year, and j 


| will appear that danger and exposure by land are 


| specific compensation. 


scarcely less than they are by water. Near the 
top of a mountain, distant from any human habitg- 
tion, in a tent pitched under the brow of a salient 
rock which crowned the eminence, his days and 
nights were passed in cheerful converse with tle 
distant earth and stars. 

4. The work which in 1844 was extended into 
nine States, in 1845 into thirteen, in 1846 into 
fifteen, now penetrates no less than eighteen, from 
the mouth of the Bay of Fundy to the heart of the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

5. Much of the labor and science devoted by the 
superintendent to the Government is without any 
He has superinjended the 
researches in hydrometers, and in sugars, sirups, 
and the like, in reference to alleged frauds in the 
revenue; rewarded only by the consciousness that 


| the service was rendered useful by long study and 
| unhesitating devotion. 


6. The employment is temporary, occupying 
the best period of the life of one who may exhaust 
in it the finest energies of an uncommon intellect. 

7. Thirty parties are now kept going instead of 
fifteen, as in 1843. The whole work has been re- 
duced to system in all its details, from the taking 
of an astronomical observation (the measuring of 


/an angle or a triangle) to the minutest detail of 


| of the work has had new metho 


topography in soundings. The is part 
introduced; the 


astronomical part new and improved methods of ob- 


servation and computation; the whole mathemati- 
| cal basis of the work has been recast and improved; 


a new apparatus has been constructed for meas- 


| uring bases; the whole of the scientific details are 


_ under a control which is complete. 


I have myself 
heard a distinguished astronomer say that the re- 


| sult of Professor Bache’s efforts were accurate be- 


yond what he believed it was possible to accom- 
plish. A single error might render the labors of 4 
season futile, if it did not impair the whole charac- 
ter of the work. Could Mr. Jefferson, the most 


_ scientific of our Presidents, contemplate the present 


condition and near accomplishment of this great 
and creditable scientific duty, he would derive inf- 
nite joy and gratification from the fact of its having 
been first suggested by him more than forty years 
ago. 

Mr. HUDSON, on a pro forma motion, stated a 
number of facts in connection with this subject to 
show that the salary ought not to be reduced. He 
showed the length of time during which the coast 


survey has been prosecuted, and that the work 


had been very greatly improved under the present 
superintendent. Mr. Hassler was not prompt In 


| furnishing maps and charts; but, under the present 


superintendent, they were all brought up and put- 
lished. Again, under Mr. Hassler, the survey was 
limited to that portion of the coast in this neigh- 
borhood, but Mr. Bache extended the survey 0 
the coast of Texas in the south, and of Maine !n 
the east; and by his alteration, the surveys at these 


extreme points were executed by the self-same 
_ force which was employed on the coast of Maine 


circumstance or two which had obviously been mis- | 


and New England in the warm season, and on the 
coast of Texas and Gulf of Mexico in winter. By 
this exchange or transfer of labor the most favor- 
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able seasons of the year were taken advantage of, | 
go that the work could be facilitated economically, 
for but one corps of surveyors was employed. He 
begged the committee, however, to understand that 
‘op present incumbent would suffer no detriment 
py being discharged, for he had last year offered 
to him, with a salary of from six to ten thousand 


dollars, the professorship of the University of | 


Pennsylvania, in which he would have been em- 
njoyed but a very small portion of the year. 
' Mr. J.R. INGERSOLL. And a small portion 
ofeach day during the year. 

Mr. HUDSON. The present professor was in 
the field a large portion of the year, making obser- 


yations both night and day when the weather was | 


ft,in addition to the duties of the survey and those 
which devolve upon him in connexion with his 
office of superintendent of weights and measures, 
in relation to which he had rendered important 
services to the Government within a very few 
years. 

“ Mr. SCHENCK, on a pro forma motion, also 
made some explanatory remarks. If they gave to 
thesuperintendent of the coast survey a large salary, 
he put it on the ground that it was because valu- 
able services were rendered. If they should drive 


away this superintendent, he was satisfied they || 


could not easily supply his place. It seemed to 
him that Mr. Bache ought to have $6,000 for the 
coast survey alone. He went on to show that the 
salary of a disbursing agent was saved by Mr. 
Bache, he being his own disbursing agent. He 
also spoke of Mr. Bache’s resignation of the Pres- 
idency of Girard College, with a salary of $4,000 
a year, besides house, &c., that he might take 
this office, and that, to retain it, he had declined 
the professorship alluded to by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Hupson,] although in this 
office he was in the field so large a portion of the 
year, away from his family. He made these sac- 
rifices because, in connection with the coast survey, 
there was some fame to be acquired; but he wished 


those gentlemen who thought there was too much | 


paid, to reflect on the duties discharged and the ex- 
pense incurred in the prosecution of this work, 


My. ATKINSON submitted an amendment as | 


a substitute for the amendment of the gentleman 
from Ohio, which he believed the gentleman from 
Ohio would accept, the object of which was to fix 
$5,000 as the salary of the superintendent of the 
coast survey and of weights and measures. He 
thought $5,000 was an ample compensation in a 
country like this: and by fixing that amount, 
$1,000 per annum would be saved. 
ment commended itself more especially to the com- 
mitee when they considered the sums paid to the 


Judges of the Supreme Court, the Secretaries un- || 


der the President, and State officers, such as Gov- 
ernors, Judges, &c. 

Mr. NICOLL desired to make a remark in con- 
nection with this part of the subject. 

Mr. ATKINSON refused to yield the floor. He 
said the gentleman from New York would have 
other opportunities to address the committee. He 
then proceeded to comment on the arguments used 
on the other side. The gentleman from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Hupson] had told them that this officer 


would not be injured by being discharged, inas- | 


much as he had been offered a professorship at an 
institution of learning, at which he would get 
$10,000 a year for laboring one houra day. If 
that were so, the superintendent ought to quit this 
coast survey at once, that he might accept that pro- 
fessorship. He (Mr. A.) did not want any man 
to sacrifice his pecuniary interest by remaining in 
office under this Government. But, again, it had 
been said that, if they got rid of Mr. Bache, they 
could not get another properly qualified to succeed 
him. If they could not, ~ would say, abolish the 
office. He could not, however, concur with gen- 
tlemen in saying to the American people that we 
had not a single man qualified to be Mr. Bache’s 
Successor. If we had but one man in this country 
capable of being the superintendent of the coast 
Survey and of weights and measures, that one 
ought certainly to become a lecturer, that others 
might become qualified to succeed him, when, in 
the course of nature, he might be no more. 

Mr. SCHENCK explained. He had not said 
that we could not get a man to fill the office, but 
that we could not easily supply his place. 

Mr. ATKINSON. “Well, in that case even, he 
hoped Mr. Bache would accept the professorship, 
that others might be prepared to succeed him, 


1) 
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otherwise, at his death or resignation, the office 
would be abolished. 
Mr. SAWYER accepted the amendment of Mr. 
ATKINSON as a modification to his own. 
| Mr. STANTON made a pro forma motion, that 
‘| he might say he believed the salary attached to 
this office was not disproportioned to the labors to 
_ be performed. He did not suppose gentlemen on 
|| the other side intended to say that another man 
could not be found to fill the office; but that the 
| Office required qualifications that were extremely 
|| rare. Atthe same time, he thought the loss would 


| be very great if the present superintendent should 
|| be discharged from his present position, or any- 
|| thing should be done calculated to drive him away. 
|| He thought the amendment of the gentleman from 
|| Virginia might have that effect. Than the present 
|| Superintendent there was not a more worthy, dis- 
|| tinguished, or capable man for the position which 
|| he held; and it would be a public loss if he should 
|| be driven away. He did not say that another 
‘| man could not be found to discharge the duties of 
| the office; but there was no one individual with 
|| the experience of Professor Bache as to every part 
|| of this coast survey, which would be interrupted 
|| to some extent if there should be any change, and 
a loss of from $10,000 to $20,000. Professor 
|| Bache had not only great scientific, philosophic, 
|| and mathematic, but administrative ability, and he 
|| managed the great work with great economy and 
| success. It would not, then, be even economical 
| to cut down his salary so as to drive him away 
| from his position; on the contrary, it would be 
|| wasteful extravagance, for it would result in a loss 
| of from $10,000 to $20,000, and perhaps more, in 
|, consequence of the loss of his experience. It had 
|, been said that this work had been commenced 
i] ° . 
|| under the auspices of Thomas Jefferson, one of 
|| the most scientific Presidents we have had; and 
|, he hoped, then, that the work which had been 
|| begun under such auspices would not be interrupt- 
| ed when it was producing such important results, 
in a spirit of false economy, which he believed it 
| to be. 
The question was then taken on Mr. Sawver’s 
| amendment as modified, and it was rejected, by a 
|| majority of 90 to 36. 
| Mr. VINTON, by direction of the Committee 


|| propriate $25,000 for the further prosecution of the 
|| Survey of harbors and northwestern lakes. Agreed 
t 


| 
i 
| 
| 
| 


priate $89,800 for the building of six revenue cut- 


|| amendment contained some directions to the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury respecting the mode of 
|| advertising for contracts, &c. 


| the admissibility of the amendment. 

| The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment to be 
|| out of order, on the ground that it was incongru- 
/ous and not germane to the bill on which it was 
| proposed to be incorporated. 

Mr. HUNT asked that the law of 1789 might 
be read, which (he said) authorized the building 
of revenue cutters. 

Objections were made. 

Mr. HUNT appealed from the decision of the 
Chair ruling his amendment out of order. 


Chair was sustained by the committee by a ma- 
jority of 71 to 45. 





ment: 





practicability and expense of constructing a common road, 


railroad, or ship canal across the [sthmus of Panama, the | 


sum of twenty thousand dollars; such survey to be con- 


ducted under the direction of the President of the United | 


States by such officers and privates of the army and navy as 
may be necessary, provided the same can be done with the 
assent of the Government of New Grenada. 

It was ruled out. 

Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania, moved an 
amendment for the examination of the Alleghany 
and Sabine rivers, and also of Little Egg Harbor, 

10,000. Ruled out. 


| 
i 


Mississippi river, $100,000; for the improvement 
| of the Ohio river, above the falls and below the 
falls, $100,000. Ruled out. 

Mr. DUNCAN took an appeal, but the decision 
of the Chair was sustained: Ayes 79, noes 26. 





|| of Ways and Means, moved an amendment to ap- | 


| 

|| Mr. HUNT submitted an amendment to appro- | 
His amend- | 
|| ters, to be built at six different locations. The 


Mr. FICKLIN raised a question of order as to | 


| After some conversation, the decision of the | 


Mr. ROCKWELL offered the following amend- | 


For the purpose of procuring a survey to ascertain the | 


| Mr. DUNCAN, of Kentucky, moved an amend- | 
ment appropriating for the improvement of the | 
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The reading of the bill was continued. 

Mr. VINTON moved an amendment for the 
payment of the clerks of district courts for certain 
returns furnished by them, under the order of Con- 
cress, showing the operation of the late bankrupt 

law, $6,156. 

Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania, moved to 
amend the amendment by striking out fifteen cents, 
as the rate of compensation, and inserting twenty- 
five cents. 

Mr. H. explained the ground of the amendment, 
and recited what had been the action of Congress 
in requiring, after the repeal of the bankrupt law, 
from the Secretary of State’s office, complete re- 
turns of the practical operation of that law, the 
number of applications for its benefit, the property 
returned by the bankrupt, the amount of his debts, 
and various other statistics. The clerks of the 
several district courts had made the requisite ex- 
amination and prepared the required returns; and, 
according to the customary rate of charging, the 
amount of their compensation would average $1 75 
per day. They presented their bill for this work. 
The Committee of Ways and Means concluded to 
allow them fifteen cents only; and no man could 
furnish an equal amount of labor for that sum. 
Mr. H. had made some examination into the facts 
of the case, and would say that mere justice re- 
quired the amendment he had proposed. 

| The amendment was rejected. 

The question then recurring on Mr. Vinron’s 
amendment allowing fifteen cents— 
| Mr. MILLER moved to reduce the sum to ten 
' cents. This, though nota liberal allowance, would 
be, in his judgment, a sufficient compensation. 
| The clerks of the district courts had made in some 
cases very large fortunes out of the fees charged 
and received by them under the administration of 
the bankrupt law. The courts had largely re- 
trenched their bills of costs; but many bankrupts 
attending from a distance had been obliged to sub- 
mit to their extortions rather than incur the ex- 
| pense of delay. Mr. M. spoke more especially 
| of the state of things in his own State. He was 
_ opposed to allowing these men a liberal compen- 

sation, though he would not refuse what was just. 

His amendment was rejected. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved to strike 
out fifteen and insert twenty cents. The argument 
of the gentleman from Ohio presented no valid 
|} reason for reducing the amount. It waa based on 
|| alleged extortions by certain clerks in Ohio, Ad- 
mitting the fact that such exactions had taken 
|| place, was that a good reason why clerks who had 

been laboriously employed under a resolution of 
| Congress in preparing public documents for the 
| use of that House should give the public their ser- 

vices for nothing? 
| Mr. MILLER said their fees had been very 
| liberal under the bankrupt law. 
| Mr. JOHNSON. Whatif they had? Those 
fees were paid them for work done otherwise, and 
not for the special duty of making these returns. 
_ These returns were called for after the bankrupt law 
had been repealed: they contained a vast mass of 
|| information; and ought not those who had prepared 
|| it to receive a just compensation for their labor? 
|| It was impossible for any man to do the work at 
fifteen cents and live by it. Even twenty cents 
was not enough. He hoped the House would not 
refuse this amendment. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. HAMPTON moved a proviso, (a copy of 
which the reporter could not obtain. ) 

Mr. BIRDSALL inquired when the resolution 
| (referred to in the proviso, we presume) had been 
| passed ? 

Mr. HAMPTON said in 1856, and he explained 
|| the object of the proviso. 
| Mr. VINTON stated that the resolution had 
been passed in the 28th Congress. The proviso 
was adopted. | 

On the amendment as amended no quorum vo- 
| ted. 

Mr. FRIES moved a further proviso that clerks 
who were in the receipt of more than $3,000 a 
| year should not receive the benefit of this allow- 


ance. 

| This was agreed to, and the amendment as thus 
|, amended was carried: Ayes 69, noes not counted. 
| Mr. VINTON moved a further amendment 
| allowing the marshal of the northern district of 
) Florida $304 for removing intruders from the In- 
|| dian territory. It was agreed to. 
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Mr. VINTON moved further to amend the bill 
by inserting an item for the salaries of the inspect- 
ors, warden, and keepers of the Washington Pen- 
lentiary, $6,283. Agreed to. 

Mr. EDWARDS offered an amendment appro- 
priating $2,000 to support twelve pauper lunatics 
in the Washington Infirmary. 

Mr. Epwanrps remarked, that he presented this 
amendment at the request of the Committee for 
the District with the greatest pleasure. It con- 
tained provision for transient persons, who might 
be tuken sick while here on business. lt was known 
to this House, that four years since appropriation 
was made for the repair of a building in the rear 
of the City Hall, for the reception of the insane; 
and when that building was completed, it was 
ascertained to be inappropriate. It was then grant- 
ed as an infirmary, to be attached to the Washing- 
ton Medical College. That infirmary had, from 
that period, been in existence, at an expense of five 
hundred and twenty-tive dollars to each of the seven 
professors; and, unwilling further to tax themselves, 
they closed the establishment in May last. He had 
been through the building. It was furnished at an 
expense of two thousand dollars, and its expend- 
tures had been thirty-six hundred and seventy-five 
dollars greater than its receipts. 

‘The object of the present appropriation was, to 
provide a place to which a stranger might be taken, 
and where the stranger’s friends, the sisters of 
charity, could bestow on him the attention found 
nowhere but in institutions under their guardian 
The expense of keeping up this establish- 
ment for nurses, light, fuel, and medicine, were 
rising thirteen hundred dollars. 

Many strangers, many soldiers with business 
growmg out of the late war, would need this be- 
veficence. ‘There was no place in which they could 
be cared for, other than the jail or the District alms- 
house. Another reason for its adoption was, that 
the laws sent insane persons to Baltimore, only 
atter being declared insane by the grand jury. This 
grand jury had its session four umes a year. Now, 
if an unfortunate man should become insane one 
day after the close of the session of the grand jury, 
the present laws threw him into the jail to await 
three mouths, without attention in proper medical 
or moral treatment, the assembling of the jury. 


care, 


‘L'his was precious time, and could not do other- | 


wise than result in injury to that class of our un- 
fortunaies. Many cases of injury, many cases of 
acute disease, by timely care, were amenable to 
treatment, and this retreat would afford the means 
aud the place of that treatment. 

Lic was intimately acquainted with the physi- 
cians in attendance on this institution, and was 
pleased to-declare them gentlemen not only of be- 
nevolence, but of unquestioned skill, Several mem- 
bers of this Liouse had been restored to usefulness 
through the Kindness and skill of these gentlemen. 
He would not enter into an argument to prove our 
power to appropriate money tor purposes of this 
character; our appropriation bills were full of them; 
and his only regret was, that one hour, instead of 
five minutes, was not allowed him to present this 
case as its merits demanded, 

No quorum voting on the amendment, the roll 
was called. The committee rose and reported the 
absentees to the House; and there being then a 
quorum present, the House returned into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 


passed Mr. Epwarps’s amendment: Ayes 72, noes | 


bs. 

Mr. VINTON moved an amendment to strike 
out $18,000 for the pay of persons employed in 
bringing the votes for President and Vice President 
to Washington, and insert $9,000, with a proviso 
that no more than 125 cents per mile upon the 
usually travelled route should be allowed for this 
travel. 

He would simply state, in explanation of this 
amendment, that the persons who brought the 
votes for President and Vice President now re- 
ceived twenty-five cents per mile for travelling 
each way, of course charging the same mileage as 
members of this House. From some of the States 
they got $1,000 to $1,200 for simply coming here, 
delivering these votes, and going back, which 
would probably cost from $100 to $150, perhaps 
$150. It was proper he should state that this 
computation was fixed when the facilities for trav- 
elling were far less than they were at the present 
day. This amendment of the Committee of Ways 
and Means would reduce the compensation one- 


half, and would still leave from Texas and other 





distant portions of the Union some $500 or $600 
compensation to be paid. 

Mr. DUER inquired if there was any other com- 
pensation than mileage allowed ? 

Mr. VINTON replied, nothing at all. There 
was nothing to do but simply to come here, de- 
liver the package they were intrusted with by the 
Executives of the respective States, and return 
home. 

Mr. HALL, of Missouri, moved an amendment 


to the amendment, ‘o strike out the words * usually | 


travelled,’’ and insert ** nearest mail.’’ 

He argued that the allowance of mileage by the 
nearest mail-route was the more just and ready 
method of computation both for members of Con- 
gress and for these persons ; and that the rate pro- 
posed thus computed would be a sufficient compen- 
sation for the service performed. 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, upon a pro forma 
motion, spoke of the importance of the duty thus 
performed, and said the compensation should be 
such as to command the highest respectability in 
the agent. It should not be reduced to the mere 
contemptble matter of an ordinary messenger. 
From the nature of its connection with the decision 
of a great question, It was an office of high respon- 
sibility, and no reduction of the compensation 
should be made, but the services of men of respon- 
sibility and character should be secured, lest the 
decision of the election should be left to turn upon 


some actof corrupuon. ‘The compensation should | 


be regulated on the same principle as that of mem- 
bers of Congress. lor one he was willing to go 
before his constituents and advocate the highest 
compensation to members, and he believed that the 
disposition to reduce it originated on the part of 
those who so clamorously advocated it rather from 


a strong desire to retain their own seats than from 


a regard for the public good. 
Mr. VENABLE (upon a like motion) opposed 


the reduction as a picayune business, and argued 


that such a compensation should continue to be | 


allowed as would command the services of men of 


high character for thisresponsibleduty. He agreed | 


with his friend from Arkansas that these petty re- 
ductions were on the principle of penny wise and 
pound foolish, and were not desired by the people. 

Mr. DUNCAN, of Kentucky, moved an amend- 


ment to continue the compensation to twenty-five 


cents per mile, but to limit the maximum number 
of miles to be paid for to one thousand. Rejected. 

The amendment of Mr. Vinton was then agreed 
to: Ayes 70, noes 46. 


Mr. BARRINGER moved the following amend- 


ment: 


For the erection of a monument in honor of the memory | 


of Brigadier Generai Francis Nash, of North Carolina, ac- 


cording to the resolution of Congress passed on the 4th day | 


of November, 1777, the sum of five hundred dollars; and 


for the erection of a monument in honor of the memory of | 


Brigadier General William Davidson, of North Carolina, ac 
cording tothe resolution of Congress passed on tbe 20th day 
of September, 1781, the sum of five hundred dollars ; and 
that the treasurer of the United States pay the sums afore- 
said to the order of the Governor of North Carolina, when- 
ever required tor the purposes aforesaid. 

Mr. DUNCAN, of Kentucky, raised a point of 
order against the amendment on the ground of irrel- 


evancy, but was overruled and the amendment 
received by the Chair. 


Mr. BARRINGER said the amendment ex- | 


plained itself. On the 4th March, 1777, the Con- 
gress of the Confederation authorized the erection 
of a monument to General Nash and afterwards to 
General Davidson, and directed that an appropria- 


tion of $500 for each should be made. The amount 


proposed was a small one, but was inserted because 
it was the sum mentioned in the resolution of the 
Continental Congress. 

The amendment was rejected: Ayes 40, noes 
not counted. 

The section for expenses of loans and treasury 
notes, $10,000, being under consideration— 


Mr. GRINNELL, on a pro forma motion, in- | 


quired of the chairman of the Committee of Ways 


and Means as to the necessity for it, remarking | 


that the expenses were great, and must have been 


some $50,000 or $60,000 during the last year for | 


loans and the issue of treasury notes? 


Mr. VINTON, in reply, stated that the estimate | 


sent in by the Secretary of the Treasury for this 
item was $20,000; that, under the direction of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, he had made in- 
quiry of the Secretary of the Treasury concerning 
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this and other items, and he caused to be read th 

letter he had received from that officer, to show = 
importance of the appropriation asked. Tie @, ng 
mittee of Waysand Means had reduced the oi 
one-half, and reported the item of $10,000. 

Mr. VINTON, under instructions of the ¢, 
mittee of Waysand Means, moved an amendy 
for the payment of a balance reported by the 
retary of War, on the 23d December, 1837, d 
the States of Massachusetts and Maine, upon the 
account of their disbursements to their militia om 
the service of the United States, during the last 
war with Great Britain, $227,176 48. — 

The amendment, he said, proposed an appropri. 
ation to carry into effect the resolution of Congyes. 
which directed the Secretary of War to investigate 
the claims of these States, and ascertain the amount 
due them for services of their militia in the last 
war with Great Britain. He caused to be read the 
said resolution of Congress and report of the Sec. 
retary of War, showing the amount due, which he 
proposed to appropriate. 

Mr. HARALSON raised the point of order 
against the amendment, that the appropriation 
was not authorized by law. 

The CHAIR said that was a question of fact 


amount 


me 
lent 
Ser. 


ue ty 


'with which he was not acquainted, and invited 


proofs in reference to it. 
Mr. HARALSON called upon gentlemen to 
furnish the law directing this money to be paid. 
Mr. VINTON said the resolution of Congress 


_and the report of the Secretary of War under it, 


together, showed that there was this debt existing 
against the United States, and it wasa proper place 
to provide for its payment in a general appropria- 
tion bill. 

The resolution was again read, and some con- 
versation ensued upon the point of fact between 
Messrs. BURT, McKAY, and the CHAIR. 

Mr. HUDSON, by general consent, stated the 
fact that the resolution just read was general, 
applying to all the States as well as the State of 


| Massachusetts, and several of the other States, 


whose accounts were audited at the time under the 
same resolution, were paid at the time; and an 
appropriation for this claim of the State of Massa- 


'chusetts was originally put in with the claim of 
| the State of Connecticut, and was stricken out in 


| the House at the last night of the session. 


It had 
passed the Senate every session, he believed, since 
then; it had been reported on favorably and ad- 
versely in this House. 

Mr. HARALSON inquired if the action which 
had taken place in both branches of Congress was 
not evidence that there was no law authorizing the 
payment of these claims? 

Mr. HUDSON supposed that the fact that they 
had been included under precisely the same reso- 
lution was as good evidence for Massachusetts as 
for the other States whose claims had long since 
been paid. 

Mr. HARALSON insisted that there was no 
law authorizing the appropriation. 

Mr. McCLELLAND read the rule prohibiting 
amendments to the general appropriation bills for 


objects not authorized by previous laws. 


Mr. HUDSON, by further consent, said that 
Mr. Monroe had recommended the examination 
of these accounts; that Massachusetts had sub- 
mitted aclaim of about $800,000 to the Auditor; 
that the Auditor divided the accounts inte three 


classes; a small class which were totally inadmis- 


| 


sible; another class of about $400,000, which were 
allowed; and another of about $400,000, which 
were suspended for want of evidence; that Massa- 
chusetts and Maine appointed agents, as did sev- 
eral other States, to obenia additional proof; that 
the Third Auditor passed upon the subject again 
with the new evidence furnished; and that this 
report in their favor was the result of the second 
auditing. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, speaking also by gen- 
eral consent, said he believed—and his friend from 
Massachusetts would probably coincide with him 
in what he said—that when the Massachusetts 
militia were called upon in 1812, the constituted 
authorities of that State—the Executive and Judi- 
ciary—the Legislative, too, he believed, were of 
opinion that they were not bound to serve under 
any officer of the United States unless the Pres!- 
dent himself took command. He thought that was 
the position, if he mistook not. The consequence 
was, that the Executive of that day refused to pay 
the Massachusetts militia called out; and a very 
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large debt ensued, of which he presumed this was 

cart. A good while after, several years after, the 
myestion came up before the Supreme Court of the 
[inited States, the opinion of which—pronounced 


hy Story, if he mistook not, a very distinguished | 


native of Massachusetts—was unanimous that the 
Executive was right in his position, and the au- 
,orities of Massachusetts wrong. He spoke all 
th 3, meaning to give no offence, but he stated 
what he understood to be the precise state of the 
case. He took for granted, therefore, that this 
claim had ever since been not only a disputed 
claim, buta claim involving a large constitutional 
question, one of the most important that had ever 
arisen under our Government, whether the Execu- 
tive of the United States was himself the judge of 


the exigency when the militia was to be called | 


forth to Suppress Insurrection or repel invasion, or 
whether—the militia being by many of the most 
respectable people in the United States considered 
a stute forcee—the State authorities had any right 
toexercise a judginent on this subject. It was that 
dispute, he took it, which had deferred the pay- 
ment of this debt; and if so, was it possible, with- 
out a law, that this debt could be paid? No reso- 
jytion in the world could amount to a law. There 
must be a law on this occasion more than any 
other in the world to settle by law that this debt 
should be paid. Certainly he had no objections to 
paying the debt; he might be very much inclined, 
ifalaw was proposed, to vote for it, because by- 
ones might be by-gones. 


"yr | 
Mr. BURT stated to the gentleman from Mas- | 


sachusetts—and he hoped to be heard by the Rep- 
resentatives from Vermont—that, notwithstanding 
the resolution read at the Clerk’s desk, a bill had 
been ordered to be reported from the Committee 
on Military Affairs to pay the regiment of Ver- 
mont militia, whose claim, upon the same pretence, 
might arise under the resolution read. He sus- 
pected that this claim of Massachusetts had no 
precedence whatever over the claim of Vermont, 
which had arisen at the same time, and under cir- 
cumstances clearer from doubt. 

Mr. INGERSOLL repeated, that it was not*only 
a disputed, unsettled claim, but an unsettled claim, 
he took for granted, that hung upon the great con- 
stitutional doubt decided by the Supreme Court of 
the United States. Until a law, therefore, be passed 
recognizing this claim, it was no claim atall. The 
resolution of the two Houses referred to had not 
received the sanction of the President. 

Mr. HUDSON, (in his seat.) Yes it had. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Not at all. It had also 
been decided by the Supreme Court of the United 
States, Chief Justice Marshall giving the unani- 


mous decision, that a joint resolution, signed hy | 
the President, was equivalent to alaw; buta resolu- | 


tion of the two Houses did not make a law, could 
not make a law, unless signed by him who had 


the right to veto all bills. It seemed, therefore, | 


that the presentment of this claim was premature 
unul it was authorized by Jaw; and he was not 


prepared to say, if it was presented in the form of 


law, that he would vote against it. 


Mr. HUDSON said, if the committee would in- | 


dulge him to answer the interrogatories put by the 


geutleman from Pennsylvania—and he had no dis- | 


position to conceal a single fact of the case—the 


Whole state of the case was this: In 1812, the | 


year the war was declared, an act was passed 


authorizing the President to call out for that year || 
100,000 militia, or any part thereof he might think | 
proper; a call was made upun the Governor of | 
Massachusetts for five companies, two, he believed, | 


to go to Rhode Island, and three to Maine, which 


was then a part of Massachusetts. There was a | 


controversy between the State authorities and the 
President in relation to it. The Governor of 
Massachusetts, whether he was right or wrong, 
said the President was authorized to call out the 


nilitie . . . 
muiiua only to repel invasion or suppress insurrec- | 


tion, and this implied either actual or threatened 
Invasion or insurrection: as there was neither, he 
for the time being refused to turn out these five 
companies. 


Mr. INGERSOLL, (in his seat.) Not on that 
ground, 


Mr. HUDSON. Subsequently, during the same | 
year, three of these companies were sent to Maine, | 
put under an officer of the United States, and | 


fought for the United States. This was in 1812. 
1813 no militia in the State of Massachusetts 
Was called eut; all the regular forces were taken 
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from the forts. In 1814 the British fleet hovered 
upon the coast; the Governor of the State at that 
time, by an understanding with General Dearborn 
and Commodore Bainbridge, turned out these men. 
The claim, therefore, for which Massachusetts 
asks to be reimbursed had no connection whatever 
with the troops in controversy to which the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania had alluded. It was in 
the year 1814, and not 1812, that these men were 
turned out, and the only controversy then between 
the Governor of the State and the commanding 
general of the district was, whether a United States 
officer of inferior grade should rank a militia offi- 
cer—whether a United States colonel, for example, 
should rank a brigadier or major general of the 
militia. This was claimed by General Dearborn, 
and denied by the Governor; it was referred to the 
Secretary of War, who decided in favor of the State 
authority, and said the United States had never 
copeereme in any such case that an officer of the 
Jnited States should rank an officer of the militia 
unless he was of superior or equal grade. 
These troops, therefore, were called out in 1814, 
when Maine was actually invaded; and, wherever 


| they were put under the United States officer, so 
far as the general commanding a district could 

| have command at different posts. He would further 
state that the claim for the $400,000, which had 
already been paid to Massachusetts and Maine, was 
of precisely the same class and character as that pro- 
posed to be included in this bill, and that they had 
only differed at the first auditing from the want of 
evidence, which was subsequently furnished by 
the agent of Massachusetts. 

Mr. INGERSOLL could assure the gentleman 
from Massachusetts that not four hours ago, this 
very morning, he had read, with great interest too, 
the very able and eloquent letter of Mr. Otis in 
vindication of this very proceeding, and it was the 
same or a similar dispute from first to last, in 1812, 


1813, and 1814; and in this very letter, written in | 
1824, Mr. Otis declared that this claim was yet | 


unpaid, and that the fact was, that the troops of 
Massachusetts, if the Governor had admitted the 
ower of General Dearborn over them, would not 
ave served under him. It had been a disputed, 
contested claim throughout, and it so remained. 
Mr. HARALSON, being also allowed, by gen- 
eral consent, to say a few words, expressed the 


opinion that the proposed appropriation came |! 
| under the class expressly excluded by the rule as || 
not authorized by law, and that there could be fur- || 
| March, 1846, under whic 
| Globes were furnished, and argued that there was 
nothing in it to show that it was to be continued 
longer than the Congress at which it was passed. 
| [He was here reminded of the Senate resolution. }° 
| ‘The Senate resolution (he said) did no more than 
fix the price at six dollars for the long session, and 
three dollars for the short one, which sums were 
to be paid out of the contingent fund; and so it 
would have been by this House, but the Commit- 
| tee of Ways and Means had properly relieved the 
contingent fund from these items, and transferred 
them to the general treasury, by this item, which 
proposed to give authority that would enable the 
Clerk to pay them. 


nished no better reason for the rule than this very 
instance. It involved the appropriation of hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars; it involved a great 
constitutional question; it had not been investigated 
or reported on by any committee at this session; 
and justice, as well as the express provisions of 
_ the rule, required that it should not be received as 


on his point of order. 

The CHAIR stated that the point of order turned 
on a question of fact—whether the appropriation 
was authorized by law; and, as he had no know- 
ledge of the fact except from the counter statements 
here made, he proposed to decide it pro forma, with 
the view of having an appeal taken to the House. 
He therefore decided the amendment in order, 

Mr. HARALSON appealed from the decision. 


chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 

if the point of law was distinctly made in the com- 

mittee? He had been a pretty regular attendant 

| on its meetings, and he had never heard of it be- 
fore. 

Mr. VINTON replied that the law and the re- 
port of the Secretary of War had both been pre- 
sented to the Committee of Waysand Means,and 

| the amendment had been drawn up in pursuance 
of them. 

Mr THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, objected 

_ to any further discussion. 
| ‘The question was taken on the appeal, and de- 
| cided in the negative: Ayes 56, noes 81. 
So the decision of the Chair was overruled, and 
| the amendment was declared to be out of order. 
Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, moved to insert 
an item of $7,227 for restoring the buildings of a 
marine hospital at Key West, Florida. 
|| Mr.SAWYER objected that it was not proper 
|| legislation under this bill, for it belonged to the 
il navy. 


a United States officer of superior grade was found, | 


an amendment to the general appropriation bill || 
under these circumstances. He therefore insisted | 





941 


The CHAIRMAN decided the amendment to 


be out of order. 


Mr. KING explained the necessity for this ap- 


propriation, and mamtained that ‘properly be- 
longed tothis bill. He wasunderstood to say, that 
this item was proposed to restore the amount which 
had been taken without authoréy of law from the 
fund for the support of sick and disabled seamen 
for rebuilding the hospital at Key West, which 1s 
United States property. He appealed from the 
decision of the Chair; but the Chair was sustained 
by a majority of 69 to 54. 


“Mr. BURT moved that the committee rise. 


Lost. 


Mr. SCHENCK moved the insertion of an item 


of $1,522 50, to pay Mr. Borrs’s mileage and per 
diem as the contestant of the seat of Mr. J. W. 
Jones in the twenty-eighth Congress. 


The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order; 


and on an appeal, the Chair was sustained. 


Mr. CROZIER moved to strike out the items to 


authorize the Clerk to pay for Congressional GloLes 
and Appendix. He said his first objection to these 
items was, that it was not in order for the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means to insert any such items 
in this bill. The rule had been referred to fre- 
quently, which provided that no items should be 
inserted for the payment of money but in pur- 
suance of law; and there was no law to authorize 
this appropriation. He did not ask the chairman 
of the committee to strike out the items, because 
he did not think he had the power, notwithstanding 
they were inserted without authority of law; but 
he asked the committee to strike them out, because 
the Committee of Ways and Means had no author- 
ity to insert them in the bill. The phraseology of 
the items itself afforded satisfactory evidence that 
the committee thought there was no law for the 
pay ment of these sums, which amounted to $25,000; 
and therefore they were asked to adopt these items, 
to enable the Clerk to make these payments. He 
objected, then, in the first place, because the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means had no authority of law 
for inserting these items; and he objected, in the 
next place, because there was no resolution to just- 
ify it. The Committee of Ways and Means might 
say, that though there was no law, there was a 
resolution. He (Mr. C.) said there was not; and 
if it were not that he had great respect for the as- 
tuteness of the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, he should say that such a construction 
| was a perversion of the English language. 


He read the resolution passed on the Ist of 
the Congressional 


He objected to these items for the reasons which 
he had stated, and he also objected because it was 


| the expenditure of a large amount of money for 
Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, desired to ask the || 


nought. Would anybody say thatthe Congressional 
Globe had a corps of reporters here? He had not 


seen one this session; and so far as he was informed 
‘and believed, for the last session the reports were 
taken from the National Intelligencer and the 
| Union, word for word, and letter for ietter. It 
then was a mere gift—a donation to keep up that 


ress; and he thought it ought to be stricken out. 
he item for the payment for the twenty-eighth 


Congress he supposed to be an error, for he did 
not suppose those editors would be four years 
| without obtaining their pay. 


Mr. VINTON explained that the item last re- 


| ferred to was an error. The amount had been 
| paid, and he proceeded to show how it got into 


this bill. He desired the Clerk now to make the 
correction. So much for that. But the gentle- 
man from Tennessee seemed to think that the 
Committee of Ways and Means had fallen into a 


_mistake in inserting these items in this bill, and 
| that there was no authority of law to justify them 
| in doing so. Now, in doing that, he had followed 
\) the precedent of the gentleman from North Caro- 
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lina, [Mr. McKay.] He quoted provisions here- 
tofore inserted in the appropriation bills by the 
Committee of Ways and Means when Mr. MeKay 
was its chairman, to show that he had copied the 
yrecise language which had been heretofore used. 
le followed precedents which the House had 
recognized, and therefore he thought he had not 
fallen into any great error in point of form. But 
as to the objection that this appropriation was not 
authorized by any Jaw, he said he did not under- 
stand it in that way. Whatever was done by 
authority of law, or of resolution of either body of 
Congress which created a debt against the United 
States, i was proper to put it in the appropriation 
bill; and it was idle to say that there must be a 
public law to authorize that debt to be paid. If 
that were so, if a regiment of men were called out, 
or a custom-house built, it would be necessary, 
after the act had been done, to pass a law authori- 
zing the proper payments to be made. It wasa 
debt, and it was the duty of the Committee of 
Ways and Means to provide for the payment of 
Hie would undertake to say, if there 
must be a law to direct the payment for every spe- 
cific thing, that this civil and diplomatic bill would 
be cut down to a mere skeleton; there would not 
be left one-twentieth part of what was now in It. 
There was a resolution before him which autho- 
rized the insertion of the item to pay the debt con- 
tracted for these publications, and the committee 
had but discharged its duty in doing so. 

Mr. CROZIER had no doubt the gentleman 
from Ohio could produce plenty of precedents, but 
he contended that they were all wrong. He had 
not, therefore, questioned but that precedents could 
be found for such abuses. But he had another 
motive for moving to strike out these items of 
$25,000 for these worthless reports; and it was 
that he had no doubt the House would take this 
matter in hand and get proper reports for half the 
amount. He was sausfied that $12,000 would get 
better reports than were now got for $25,000, ac- 
cording to the system practised by the Senate. 

Mr. VINTON. Whether they should do that 
or not, was another affair altogether. His impres- 
sion was, it had been a very good and valuable 
thing, and this Congressional Globe and Appen- 
dix would be a work of reference for every poli- 
ticlan, and the gentleman from Tennessee, he had 
no doubt, during the next contest, would be found 
using it on the stump. 

Mr. CROZIER. I can take the National Intel- 
ligencer, from which these reports are taken. 

Mr. McK AY was in favor of the motion made 
by the gentleman from Tennessee. He thought 
there was no law to authorize this appropriation, 
it having no higher authority than a simple reso- 
lution authorizing the members of the House of 
Representatives to subscribe for that work—a reso- 
lution which expired with the Congress by which 
it was passed, and was not binding on any subse- 
quent Congress. 

Some conversation ensued between Mr. Mc- 
KAY, Mr. VINTON, and others, and the items 
were modified by Mr. V. to correct an error there- 
in 


all debts. 


Mr. BOWLIN said he had the honor of offer- 
ing the resolution to which reference had been 
made, under which this work was furnished to the 
members of this House, and he begged therefore 
permission to say a few words in relation to it, 
Phe gentleman from Tennessee had stated that 
there were no reporters here for the Congres- 
sional Globe. In that the gentleman was greatly 
mistaken. 

Mr. CROZIER explained. He had said if there 
were any here, he knew nothing of them. He had 
not scen any. 

Mr. BOWLIN proceeded to say that there were 
reporters here for that work; that it was the best 
ever published in the United States; that the House 
had contracted a debt for these reports, and it was 
bound in honor and justice to pay the debt it had 
contracted, 

Mr. HALL, of Missouri, suggested an amend- 
ment to provide that nothing contained in this bill 
should authorize any future appropriations for the 
same purpose. He would, however, say, in regard 
to these items, that the members of this House 
have received the work thus far, and it was proper 
that it should be paid for. 

Mr. CROZIER said he would modify his amend- 
ment so as to provide that the resolution of the Ist 
March, 184u, under which these publications had 













































been furnished, be and the same is hereby re- 
pealed. 

Mr. STEPHENS did not concur in the posi- 
tions and arguments of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee. He believed this to be a very valuable 
publication; but if the gentleman from ‘Tennes- 
see could convince him that it cost more than 
it was worth, he would go for a reduction. He 
believed it to be a very desirable object to have 
reports of the proceedings of Congress, and he did 
not think the amount of money which they cost 
could be better expended. The gentleman from 
Tennessee had pronounced these reports to be | 
worthless; now, for one, he had been a very atten- 
tive observer of these things, and he believed them | 
to be highly useful and valuable. 

Mr. CROZIER said the gentleman from Geor- 
gia had misunderstood him. He wished the gen- 
tleman from Georgia to take his idea correctly. It 
was that these reports were taken from the Na- 
tional Intelligencer and the Union of the last ses- 
sion, and therefore that we were paying the pub- 
lishers of this work for nought. 

Mr. STEPHENS called the gentleman’s atten- 
tion to the Appendix, which contained speeches 
written out by the members, all of which the In- 
telligencer and the Union did not profess to pub- 
lish. 

Mr. COBB begged permission of his colleague | 
to say that the reporters for the National Lntelli- 
gencer at this time were the reporters for the Con- 
gressional Globe. 

Mr. STEPHENS said he was coming to that, 
He had no doubt that the arrangement which was 
understood to exist between the editors of the 
Congressional Globe and of the National Intel- 
ligencer enabled the publishers of this work to 
give very valuable information to the community. 
He barely wished, therefore, for one, to say that 
he did not agree with the gentleman from Tennes- 
see at all. 

The amendment was then rejected. 

Mr. VINTON then moved an amendment ap- 
propriating $24,000 for the Documentary History, 
now in the course of publication. Agreed to. 

The committee then rose and reported progress. 


FORTIFICATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. VINTON, the House con- 
curred in the amendment of the Senate to the bill 
making appropriations for fortifications, &c. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Sarurpay, July 15, 1848. 

The bill to amend an act entitled ‘* An act sup- 
plemental to an act entitled * An act providing for 
the prosecution of the existing war between the 
United States and the Republic of Mexico,’”’ hav- 
ing been returned from the House of Representa- 


tives, with a report informing the Senate that the | 
House had disagreed to the first two amendments | 


of the Senate to the bill, and had agreed to the last, 
with an amendment, and that the House had ap- 
pomted a committee of conference— 

On motion of Mr. DIX, the Senate insisted upon 


its amendments, and ordered a committee of con- || 


ference on its part, to be appointed by the Chair. 


The CHAIR appointed Messrs. Benton, Joun- || 


son of Maryland, and Davis of Mississippi. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. BUTLER presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of Barnwell district, South Carolina, for the 
establishment of a mail route; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 


Mr. BORLAND presented the petition of Elias 


H. Conway, for permission to change the entry of | 


a tract of land; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported the bill for changing the time of 
holding. the United States courts in the western 
district of Virginia, with amendments. 

Mr. DOWNS asked the unanimous consent of 
the Senate to introduce a bill to authorize the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to compromise with the 
sureties of Francis D. Newcombe, late surveyor 
general of the State of Louisiana; which was 
granted. 

Mr. D. then asked the unanimous consent of 
the Senate to have the ordinary forms dispensed 
with so as to allow the bill to be passed. r. D. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOB 


E. loa July 17, 


having explained the situation of matters 


_ Whole and passed. 


stances had become very much impaired 





IN rela. 
of a let. 
and Office. 
ittee of the 


tion to said sureties, called for the readine 
ter from the Commissioner of the L 
The bill was then considered in Comm 


Mr. MASON hoped the Senate would 
him by taking up the bill from the House for ;),, 
relief of William T, Holland. His feelings } id 
been exceedingly touched by a letter received that 
morning in relation to that claim. This eacl 
gentleman had been sent by our consul at Rio he 
give testimony in thecase of a slaver, and the court 
at Richmond did not feel itself authorized y, do 


INdulve 


_more than to allow the ordinary sum for attend- 


ance as a witness. Mr. Holland had been dp. 
tained here waiting for Congress to provide him 
with the usual mileage allowed, until his cireyy. 


After some inquiries from Mr. KING and Mr. 


| BADGER, the bill was taken up, read a thir) 


uume, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. CLARKE, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill from the 
House for the relief of Benjamin Ogle Tayloe. 
which, after a brief discussion, was laid on the 
table. r 

At a few minutes after 12 o’clock, the Senate 
went into Executive session, and remained therein 
until 5 p. m.; when the doors were reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 





WaSsHINGTON, July 15, 1848, 
GENTLEMEN: In the Congressional Globe of the Lith jy- 


| stant, in the hurried report of Mr. CLayTON’s remarks, yoy 


have made a great mistake in my reply to his question « jf 


| General Cass would veto a bill for internal improvements?” 
| I replied, that “if he would nol, I would not vote for hin.” 
| The Senator of Delaware then asked if [ thought Genera! 


Cass would veto a bill for the improvement of harbors and 
rivers? I replied, [ believed he would not; that the Dem- 
ovratic party had always made a distinction between a gen. 
eral system of internal improvements, by roads and canals, 
| by the General Government, as in Mr. Monroe’s time, and 
| reasonable appropriations for harbors and rivers. Bills for 
| these purposes, I said, I believed General Cass would ap 
| prove, if not extravagant; that he would not sanction a gen. 
| eral system, such as alluded to. 

Wil you please publish this in your next paper? 

Very respectfully, yours, S. BREESE. 

To the Epirors or THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





Mownpay, July 17, 1848. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 
Mr. ADAMS moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution of the Committee on Printing 
| was adopted, requiring the Committee on Engra- 
ving to report the cause of the delay in furnishing 


| 
| 
| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
| 
| 


| the public printer the maps and plates for the Pat- 


ent Office reports and Lieutenants Emory’s and 
Abert’s reports, and made some explanations 
thereon; and, after some conversation between 
Mr. A. and Mr. CONGER, the motion was with- 
drawn. 

Mr. ADAMS then moved a suspension of the 
rules to enable him to offer the following resolu- 
| tion: 
| Resolved, That Senate bill forthe repair of the dam inthe 
| Ohio river, at Cumberland [sland, be made the special order 
| of the day next succeeding the general appropriation bills and 

the bill to organize the Territory of Oregon, and that the 

same be proceeded with from day to day until finally dis- 
| posed of. 

Two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the rules 
were not suspended. 


Mr. COCKE, by leave, offered the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be, and 
he is hereby, requested to inform this House what amount 
| of public moneys have been respectively paid to Lewis Cass 
| and Zachary ‘Taylor from the time of their first entrance into 
the public service to this ttme—distinguishing between reg- 
ular and extra compensation ; that he also state what amount 
of extra compensation has been claimed by either; the items 
comprising the same; when filed, and when and by whom 
allowed ; if disallowed, when and by whom, and the rea- 
sons for such disallowance ; and whether or not any items 
so disallowed were subsequently presented for payment; 
and, if allowed, when and by whom. 

Mr. C. moved the previous question, which was 
seconded; and, under the operation thereof, the 
resolution was agreed to. 

At a subsequent part of the day, Mr. HAMP- 
TON, of New Jersey, moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the above resolution was passed; 
and— F 
| On motion of Mr. H., the motion to reconsider 
'| was laid on the table. , + 
| Mr. BOWLIN, by leave, introduced a jot 
\| resolution to give to the State of Missouri certain 
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oces of artillery captured of the Mexicans by 
» Missouri volunteers under the command of 
‘lonel Doniphan. ' 

The jointresolution was read three times, passed, 
al sent to the Senate for concurrence. J 

Mr. DANIEL, by leave, offered the following 
resolution: ; ; al 

nesolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate ty this House a copy of the pro- 
dings of the court of inquiry in Mexico touching the 
ner Whit h led to the dismissal from the publie service of 
jieutenants Josiah 8. Pender and George E. B. Singletary, 
ythe North Carolina regiment of volunteers, and all the 
sorrespondence between the War Departinent and Generals 
Taylor and Wool in relation to the same. 

Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, moved to amend the 
resolution by adding thereto, “And that he also 
-ommunieate to this House a copy of the proceed- 

og of the court of inquiry lately held at Fred- 
en k, Maryland.”” 

The amendment was ruled out of order. 

Mr. COBB, of Alubama, moved to amend the 
resolution by adding a proviso ‘‘ authorizing the 
secretary of War to employ two additional clerks 
» enable him to comply with the requests of the 
res jlution.”” 

Mr. DANIEL hoped Mr. Coss would not in- 
sist on his amendment, as it would endanger the 
passage of the resolution, 

Mr. COBB believed the gentleman from North 
Carolina had voted on all occasions against giving 
additional clerical aid to the various public depart- 
ments, Which had been earnestly and repeatedly 
asked of Congress. And as Mr. C. thought the 
extra clerks asked for by the departments were ne- 
cessary to the prompt despatch of public business, 
je insisted on his amendment. These frequent 
wd Mr. C. believed unnecessary) calls for in- 
formation were very detrimental to the country. 
Nearly the whole time of the regular clerks in the 
departments were taken up to answer them, to the 
eutire neglect of other and more important public 
Mr. C.’s amendment was rejected. 

The resolution was then agreed to. 

Mr.GAYLE moved a suspension of the rules to 
enable him to offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole on the state 
ofthe Union be discharged from the consideration of House 
Wil to grant portions of the publie lands to the Mobile and 
Ohio Railroad Company, and that the same be put on its 


passage. 

Two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the rules 
were not suspended. 

Mr. MEADE moved to suspend the rules to 


enable him to introduce the following joint resolu- 
won: 
Resolved, &e., That the Postmaster General is hereby re- 


r 
' 
' 


( 





business. 


quired to cause the great southern mail to be transported | 
ver the Richmond and Fredericksburg railroad upon such | 
terms as may be agreed upon by impartial referees, one to be | 


chosen by the President of the United States and one by the 
president and direetors of said railroad company, the two to 
choose an umpire in case of disagreement, and the terms 
tius established shall be in force until the usual period for 
letting out nail contracts for that route. 


The rules were not suspended, two-thirds not 
voting in the affirmative. 


Mr. EVANS, of Ohio, by leave, offered the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was read and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire whether any, and, if any, what reduction 
cau be made in the expenditures of the Navy Department in 
lime of peace consistently with the interests of the public 
Service, and that they report the result of such inquiry to 
lus House at as early a day as practicable. 


Mr. KAUFMAN moved a suspension of the | 


rules to enable him to move a resolution to the 
effect that the bill to establish certain post routes 
in the United States lying on the Speaker’s tabie 
be how taken up and disposed of. 

he motion to suspend the rules was decided by 
yeas and nays, as follows: 
_YEAS-—Messrs. Atkinson, Bingham, Birdsall, Bowdon, 
Boyd, soydon, Brodhead, William G. Brown, Albert G. 
Brown, Burt, Cabell, Cathcart, Chapman, Chase, Franklin 


Clark, Beverly L. Clarke, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. || 


Cobb, Coeke, Cotlamer, Collins, Conger, Crozier, Cummins, 
Daniel, Darling, Dickinson, Faran, Featherston, Ficklin, 


ournoy, Fries, Fulton, Goggin, Green, Hammons, Haral- | 
“on, Harris, Henry, Hill, George 8. Houston, Inge, Charles 


J. Ingersoll, Iverson, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, James H. 
Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, G. W. Jones, Kaufman, Ken- 
on, Lahm, La Sére, Sidney Lawrence, Ligon, Lincoln, 
Lumpkin, Lynde, Maclay, McClelland, McCiernand, Mc- 


Dowell, MeKay, Job Mann, Meade, Miller, Morris, Newall, || 


Nicoll, Peaslee, Peck, Petrie, Peyton, Pillsbury, Richard- 


‘on. Rockhill, Sawyer, Shepperd, Simpson, Smart, Stanton, || 


jurkweather, Stephens, Charles E. Stuart, Strong, Thomas, 
oe Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Robert A. Thompson, 
am Thompson, Thurston, Toombs, Turner, Venable, 
Wallace, Wentworth, Wick, Wiley, Williams, Wilmot, 
aud Woodward—102, 
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NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Barrow, Belcher, Blanch 
ard, Botts, Brady, Buckner, Canby, Clingman, Crauston, 
Cristield, Crowell, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Daniel Duncan, 
Dunn, Edwards, Embree, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, 
Farrelly, Fisher, Gayle, Gentry. Giddings, Gott, Gregory, 
Grinnell, Nathan K. Hall, James G. Hampton, Hilliard, Elias 
B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, Jo 
seph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, John W. Jones, Thomas B. King, 
Damel P. King, William ‘Tl. Lawrence, Lord, Horace Mann, 
Marvin, Mullin, Nelson, Nes, Qutlaw, Paltrey, Pendleton, 
Pollock, Preston, Putnam, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rock 
well, Roman, Rose, Root, Rumsey, Schenck. Sherrill, Sil 
vester, Slingerland, Caleb B. Smith, Andrew Stewart, Tay- 
lor, Richard W. Thompson, John B. Thompson, Tompkins, 
Vinton, Warren, and White—75. 


Two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the | 


rules were not suspended. 


Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved to 
suspend the rules to enable him to offer the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the House bill providing for the settlement 
of claims against the United States, be the special order for 
Friday next, and so continue on Fridays and Saturdays until 
finally disposed of. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and stood: 
Yeas 74, nays 48. 
affirmative, the rules were not suspended. 


Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, presented the 
petition of the Eastern Branch Bridge Company 
in relation to the purchase of the lower bridge across 
the Eastern Branch by the Government. Referred 
to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 


Mr. BURT, by leave, offered the following res- 
olution, which was read and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to cause to be 
communicated to this House a statement of the number of 
Indians in Oregon, California, and New Mexico; the num- 


ber of military posts that will be necessary in each ; the | 


number of troops to garrison each post, and the whole 


military force which should constitute the peace establish- 


nent. 


On motion of Mr. HILLIARD, by leave, 


Resolved, That the President be requested to communi- | 


cate to this House (if not inconsistent with the public inter 
est) copies of all instructions given to the Hons. Ambrose 
H. Sevier and Nathan Clifford, commissioners appointed to 
conduct negotiations for the ratification of the treaty lately 


concluded between the United States and the Republic of | 


Mexico. 


On motion of Mr. HARALSON, by leave, 


Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the Clerk of the | 
House of Representatives to cause each member of the | 


House to be furnished with a printed copy of all the acts 


Congress and approved by the President, as soon as practi- 
cable after the same shall be severally approved. 


At a subsequent part of the day, Mr. HARAL- 
SON moved to reconsider the vote by which the | 
above resolution was passed; and, by consent, the || 


motion to reconsider was laid over. 

Mr. WHITE, by leave, offered a resolution to 
discharge the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union from the Senate bill reviving 


and extending the benefits of existing laws respect- 


heavers in the navy, and to their widows. 
The resolution being agreed to— 
The House proceeded to consider the said bill. 


The amendment reported by the Committee on }| 


Naval Affairs was read. 
Mr. WHITE moved the previous question, and, 
/under the operation thereof, the amendment was 


agreed to, and the bill read a third time and passed. | 


The title was amended by striking out the words 
‘“* for the term of five years.”’ 


to enable him to offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Coinmittee on Territories be instructed 
| to inquire into the expediency of setting off the whole, or so 
| much of the territory acquired by the late treaty with Mexico, 
west of the river Bravo, as shali be thought necessary, forthe 
purpose of forming a colony for the free black population of 
| the United States, and such slaves as shall from time to time 

be manumitted by their owners; and that said committee 
| also inquire into the expediency of making a donation, or, 
for a certain compensation, selling a certain number of acres 
of land to every free black person who shall, within any 
specified number of years, voluntarily emigrate to said ter- 
ritory ; also into the propriety of holding said territory a cer- 


therein. 


Two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
rules were not suspended. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. 


Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Root, of 
Ohio, in the chair,) and resumed the consideration 
| of the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 
|| Mr. VINTON said he deemed it his duty to 
‘| gtate, that he had received a letter from the Secre- 


So two-thirds not voting in the | 


certain naval pensions for the term of five years, | 


ing naval pensions to engineers, firemen, and‘coal- | 


Mr. LAHM moved a suspension of the rules | 


| tain number of years as a colony of the United States, pre- | 
vious to transferring the sovereignty thereof to those resident | 


The House resolved itself into Committee of the | 
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tary of the Treasury declaring that there was no 
appropriation out of which the various courts of 
the United States were to be paid. He had also 
letters from several sheriils in ditlerent districts of 
the Union, stating that the terms of the courts 
would have to be postponed for want of funds: and 
the same was the case with the Executive depart- 
ments. There was no money to pay the clerks. 
Hie rose, therefore, to give notice, that unless the 
debate on this bill should be brought to a close by 
half-past three o'clock, he should move that there 
be a recess, and let the House sit again to finish 
the bill this night. 

The reading of the bill was resumed. 

Mr. VINTON moved to amend by inserting a 
provision appropriating § to complete the 
erection of a custom-house at Savannah, Georgia. 
‘The work had been ordered to be commenced, and 
the appropriation was recommended by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, moved to 
insert an appropriation of $100,000 for purchasing 
a site for a custom-house in the city of Charleston, 
in addition to $12,000 already appropriated. 

Mr. BRODHEAD rose to order, and inquired 
whether there was any law for such a work. 

Mr. HOLMES replied in the affirmative, and 
stated that $12,000 had heretofore been appropri- 
ated. Mr. H. had, on a former occasion, fully 
explained the necessity for this appropriation, and 
he believed he might say that the Government 
were now convinced on that point. The custom- 
house now in use had been taken from the British 
in the Revolution, and was entirely too small. A 
merchant had lately told him, that for want of the 
requisite room, he had been compelled to import 
his cargo into New York, and incur the expense 
of transferring it thence to Charleston. 

The vote being taken by tellers, the amendment 
was carried: Ayes 77, noes 41. 

Mr. VINTON moved an item of $120,758 to- 
wards the erection of a custom-house in New Or- 
leans; which was agreed to. 

Also, $12,500 to meet an outstanding claim for 


building the new custom-house at Boston. Agreed 
to 





| Mr. GRINNELL, from the Committee on Com- 


and resolutions which may be passed by both Houses of || 


| merce, moved the appropriation of $2,200 to pur- 
chase a building to be used as a custom-house in 
Wiscasset. 
He sent a letter to be read from the Secretary of 
the ‘Treasur 


Mr. JON ks, of Tennessee, opposed the appro- 


| priation, as not warranted by any law. 


A desultory debate ensued, in which Messrs. 
GRINNELL, FICKLIN, and EVANS of Mary- 
land, took part, after which the amendment was 
carried: Ayes 70, noes not counted. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved an amendment 
for the purchase of one thousand copies of Mayo’s 
History of the ‘Treasury Department, $5,000. 

He spoke of the value of this work as known to 
many of the members and to the committees of the 
| House, upon whose tables it lay, and had been 

liberally inspected. It was a work of extraordi- 
nary merit, and it was difficult to say how the 
Treasury Department could get along without it. 
Mr. COBB, of Georgia, raised a point of order 
that the appropriation was unauthorized by law. 
After some conversation, the point was sustained 
| by the Chair, and the amendment ruled out of 
order. 

Mr. SLINGERLAND moved the following 

amendment: 

| For the removal of obstructions in and deepening the 
channel of the Hudson river, atand below the United States 
arsenal at Watervliet, the sum of sixty thousand dollars, 
to be expended under the directions of the Secretary of 
War. 

| The amendment was ruled out of order. 

The item “for the removal of obstructions in 
the Savannah river and the naval anchorage near 
Fort Pulaski, under the direction of the Secretary 
of War, $50,000,” being under consideration— 

Mr. BARROW moved to add $50,000 for re- 
pairs of the dam at Cumberland Island, in the 
Ohio. 

Mr. BRODHEAD raised the point of order that 
it was not authorized by law. 

The CHAIR sustained the point of order. 

Mr. BARROW appealed, and observed that the 
sum asked for might be considered a continuation 
of former appropriations, as the dam had been con- 
structed by authority of law, and being now in a 
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dilapidated condition, the interests of commerce on 
the Ohio river required its repair or removal. 

Mr. MOREHEAD called atiention to the law 
by which the dam was erected, and after some 
conversation— 

The question was taken on the appeal, and de- 
cided in the affirmative: Ayes 76, noes 55. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained, and 
the amendment decided out of order, 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, moved to amend the 
item by inserting after the word “ river,’’ the words 
‘occasioned by sinking wrecks to prevent the ap- 
proach of the enemy to the eity during the revolu- 
tionary war.”’ 

tie caused to be read during the allotted five 
minutes a portion of the memorial of the Chamber 
of Commerce of Savannah, relative to the neces- 
nity of this appropriation, and the manner in which 
thore obstructions were placed there. 

Mr. VENABLE raised the point of order, that 
the appropriation proposed by the item was not 
authorized by law. 

The CHAIR stated that he could not undertake 
to rule out a part of the bill, and suggested that 
the gentleman from North Carolina could appeal 
or move to strike out the item. 

Mr. VENABLE made the motion to strike out. 

Mr. ‘TOOMBS, upon a pro forma amendment, 
disunguished this appropnation from appropria- 
tions for works of general internal improvement, 
It did not propose to remove any natural obstruc- 
tion whatever; the Government, for its own pur- 
poses of defence of the city, had sunk these ships, 
and it was the duty of the Government to remove 
them. 

Mr. MeCLELLAND inquired if a part of these 
obstructions were not put there by the British Gov- 
ernment as well as by our own? 

Mr. ‘TOOMBS replied, not that he was aware of. 

Mr. MeCLELLAN Dsaid, the memorial showed 
the fact; and also, that these obsirucuons were 
placed there prior to the adopuon of the Consti- 
tution, 

Mr. TOOMBS said the Government was bound 
by all the obligations of the Confederacy. It was 
bound to remove its own obstructions, and not to 
injure the commerce at this particular point. If 
gentiemen expected, by striking out appropriations 
of this character, to add strength to the general 
system of internal improvements, they would find 
themselves greatly mistaken. ‘The great objection 
that had been offered to the general system was, 
that it was made to include bad as well as good 
works; but there was no objection to good ones, 
standing on their own foundation. He caused the 
memorial further to be read. 

Mr. McCLELLAND, on a like amendment, 
objected to this appropriation, not because he was 
opposed to this kind of works, but to any dis- 
crimination between them. ‘This appropriation 
was not more necessary or proper than numerous 
other appropriations in- the general improvement 
bill. ‘This was one of the items in that bill. 
Another, point was, that these obstructions were 
placed there in part by the British Government, 
and hence the obligation of the Government re- 
gpecting them stood on no different footung from 
that for the removal of other obstructions. He 
referred to the report of the corps of Topographical 
Engineers at the first session of the 28th Congress, 
to show that appropriations had been made for this 
work, from time to time, amounting to $140,000. 

Mr. Kine’s amendment was rejected—ayes 60, 
noes 67. 

Mr. DICKINSON moved an amendment pro- 
viding that the works provided for should be ad- 
vertised and let out to contract to the lowest bid- 
der. He said the contract system was that adopted 
by many of the States, and it would effect a great 
saving, and secure the application of the moneys 


appropriated direct to the turtherance of the works, + 


and notto the payment of superintendents, agents, 
&c. He hoped no appropriation of this kind would 
be made in this bill; but, if it were to be, it should 
be judiciously expended. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The question recurred on Mr. Vewanir’s mo- 
tion to strike out— 

Mr. VENABLE said this was strictly a work 
of internal improvement, and had no place ina 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. It was 
unauthorized by law or by resolution of the House; 
and yet gentlemen sought, in the report of a bill 
by the committee, to insert an appropriation which 
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was essentially distinct from the legitimate object 
of the bill, and thus force the President to sanction 
works which could not be passed into law s.tand- 
ing on their own merits, or take the responsibility 
of vetoing the general appropriation bi!!. Ee hoped 

it would be stricken out. 

Mr. STEPHENS replied to Mr. McCietvanp, 
and defended the appropriation. He said this 
could not be included amongst the works of internal 
improvements; for it was designed only to remove 
those obstructions which were placed there during 
the Revolution to prevent the approach of the Brit- 
ish fleet, and therefore were a part of the means 
used to secure our independence. It was, then, 
the duty of the Government to remove those ob- 
structions, and, as he had said, it did not come 
within the principle respecting river and harbor 
improvements; though he, for one, was willing to 
improve all great works that were really of a na- 
tional character. 

Some explanations having been made by Mr. | 
McCLELLAND and Mr. STEPH ENS— 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, called the atten- 
tion of the committee to the fact, that for a series of | 
years Georgia had the privilege of levying tonnage 
duties for the improvement of this river by the re- | 
moval of this obstruction. 

Mr. T. B. KING replied that the State of 
Georgia had never imposed tonnage duties. 

Mr. VINTON said it was very apparent that the 
committee would not dispose of this bill by 33 
o’clock; he therefore moved that the committee | 
rise, with a view of offering a resolution in the | 
House for a recess until 7 o’clock, so that the com- 
mittee could hold an evening session. 

The motion was rejected by a majority of 67 
to 64. 

Mr. VINTON hoped, then, that the members | 
would consent to sit until 5 o’clock. 

The amendment was then agreed to. 

Mr. HALL, of Missouri, moved to strike out 
the item making an appropriation to refund to col- 
leges, academies, &c., certain duties on philosophi- 
cal apparatus, books, &c., imported from foreign 
countries. Lost. 

Mr. VINTON, by direction of the Committee || 
of Ways and Means, offered the following: *‘ For | 
the expenses of a commercial agent, to be selected || 
and sentabroad by the President, to collect inform- | 


| 


ation respecting the commerce, productions, and || 


statistics of the countries of Asia and Eastern | 
Africa, $10,000.” 

After explanations by Mr. VINTON, Mr. | 
HOUSTON of Alabama, Mr. GRINNELL, Mr. | 
KING of Georgia, Mr. NICOLL, Mr. C. J. IN- 
GERSOLL, Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, 
and others, the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to strike out 
the item of $4,750 for grading and gravelling Four- 
and-a-half street from Maryland avenue to the Ar- 
senal, and flagging the west side thereof. He said | 
this was an item for paving one of the streets of || 
this city. Every session they were asked for such 
appropriations, and he had never been able to see 
the justice and propriety of making appropriations | 
for such a purpose. The inhabitants of this, like || 
the inhabitants of other cities, should pave and | 
repair their own streets. The only reason that he || 
could discover whereon to base this appropriation | 
was, that the Government had an ae at the } 
end of it,and therefore this road must be made from || 
Pennsylvania avenue, which some gentlemen also 
claimed as belonging to the General Government. 
This bill contained several other items of a like | 
character, which he should move to strike out || 
when the proper time came—some of them for | 





roads through unsettled parts of the city. This || 


Four-and-a-half street was not one-tenth occupied. | 
The items for the improvement of streets in this 
city which this bill contained amounted to forty or |; 
fifty thousand dollars, which he contended they | 
had no power to appropriate. 
Mr. CHAPMAN replied. He said the gentle- 
man from Tennessee seemed to be ata loss to know | 
why this Government should be called upon to im- || 
prove the streets of thiscity. Itought to be known || 
to that gentleman that the streets proposed to be 
improved are under the control of the Government | 
of the United States, and by it they ought to be | 
repaired. The gentleman ought to know that when | 
the contract was made between this Government | 
and the owners of this property in this city, the || 
Government agreed to make and repair these streets. || 
There was now lying in the treasury a large | 
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amount acquired by the sale of lots here, which, 
according to the agreement of the Government’ 
should be appropriated in this way. Whey at 
city was laid out, it was divided into lots, one-half 
of which were given to the Government, and th, 
rest reserved to the owners, the Government ue. 
ulating that all the proceeds arising fiom the mle 
of those lots which it took should be appropriated 
for the improvement of streets and avenues, and 
that had not been done. But this appropriation 
was asked for by the War Department, and not 
by the inhabitants of this city; and for whose con. 
venience? Why, that a good pathway might | 
afforded to the public property and public build. 
ings, including the Arsenal, which gentlemen would 
not attempt to deny was the property of this 
Government. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, having made a 
pro forma motion, said, aside from the question of 
power in this Government to make appropriations 
for improvements of this sort, there were other rea. 
sons, which he thought were conclusive, to show 
that this appropriation should not be made. [f jt 
were in order, he would move to strike out the 
three or four other items in immediate connectinn 
with this, but he should refer to them as furnish. 
ing reasons why this item should be stricken out. 
Where, then, he asked, did this Government de. 
rive its power to make improvements of this sort? 
He could not find any, It might be contended that 
they could make these improvements because this 
road led to buildings and property of the Federa| 
Government. Why, this would justify the con. 
struction of a road from Washington to New (r. 
leans, because this Government had a mint there. 
The argument in the one case was as good as in 
the other; but it was good in neither. It was not 
necessary, to carry out any one function pertaining 
to the Arsenal, that they should appropriate this 
money, and gravel and flag these streets. 

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr. Cuapmay] 


_ had referred to the Avenue; but this item was to 


make an appropriation for Four-and-a-half street; 
and where did this Government derive the power 
to take money from the people’s pockets to pave, 
grade, gravel, and flag the streets of Washington? 
There was no such power given by the Constitu- 
tion; it was neither express nor implied, nor was 
such power necessary to enable them to carry out 
any express grant of the Constitution; and when 
they looked at the sums which had been lavished 
on this District, he thought they ought to see that 
it was time such appropriations should be stopped. 
Go back but a few sessions, and they would see 
appropriations of $40,000 at one, $60,000 at an- 
other, and like appropriations at another, for the 
improvement of the streets in this city, and still 
they cry, “Give, give!’’ To talk, then, of the 
produce of lots sold in this city being in the gen- 
eral treasury, was all gammon. He also cailed 
the attention of the committee to the assumption 
of the debts of the cities of the District by the 
General Government, and to the amounts expended 
for judges, court-houses, penitentiaries, &c., which 
other communities maintained at their own ex- 
pense, and said, if this Government would remove 
to New York, Philadelphia, or Baltimore, those 
cities, instead of calling upon this Government for 
such appropriations for the repairs of streets, would 
pay to ita bonus. He denied that this Govern- 
ment had any more jurisdiction or control over 


| Washington than over any other city in this Union, 


and yet «thousand dollars was spent to lay the 
dust, lest it should be offensive to the olfactories of 
gentlemen. He should like the gentlemen from 
Ohio and Georgia to go home to their constituents, 
and tell them that while they were paying taxes to 
keep the Government going on—— 

The Chairman’s hammer cut off the gentleman’s 
sentence in its midst, his time having expired. 

Mr. TALLMADGE said, it was very amusing 
to hear gentlemen make such statements as those 


|| which they had just heard. The gentleman from 


Tennessee had spoken of the expenditures for this 
District; and what were they? Why, they were 
for the improvement of their own grounds and 


avenues, and nothing else. And who enjoyed 


them when they were improved? The gentleman 
from Maryland had stated to the committee the 
facts of the case; and “e did not the gentleman 
opposite answer him? These grounds that were 
proposed to be improved belonged to this Govern- 
ment, and the city of Washington has no control 


| over them; the appropriations were for the benefit 
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